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Rutherford Kitchen and Garden classes 
- practical lifelong learning

Your New Kitchen
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Elegant, Unique, Handcrafted

She mentioned the 
idea to her friend Di-
ane Henare, Principal of 
Rutherford Junior High, 
who was not only very 
supportive but also prom-
ised the use of the cook-
ing classroom.

There were a few ob-
stacles to overcome and 
Lynne says, “No one 
said no when I asked for 
their support. The com-
munity was absolutely 
wonderful.” The project 
is a great news story, in-

Lynne Vinsen wanted kids to understand where their 
food comes from and believed that there was “no bet-
ter way to introduce them to good healthy food than to 
involve them in planting, growing and cooking vegeta-
bles.” 

volving many organisa-
tions and individuals, who 
gave and are still giving 
generously of the time and 
money to assist students 
to learn skills and know-
ledge, which will remain 
with them forever.

 The Whanganui Com-
munity Charitable Trust 
provided funds to renew 
the kitchen utensils, the 
Waste Minimisation Fund 
covered the cost of recy-
cling bins, a shade cloth 
for the green house and 

also for compost, dona-
tions came from Bunnings 
with a wheel barrow and 
from John Bartley of Bay-
leys Real Estate.

“Gareth Carter from 
Springvale Garden Cen-
����� ����� 	
�
�	� 
�� ��
��
including compost, seeds 
and seedlings,” says 
Lynne. Later the students 
were taken to the Garden 
Centre to see what’s in-
volved in raising plants. 
Peas were grown and one 
student asked if he could 
eat them directly from the 
pod, and when he did, pro-
nounced, “They taste bet-
ter than real ones.”

Initially Lynne’s focus 
was on cooking but very 
soon Sue Miller and Peter 
Follows came on board of-
fering to not only work on 
the nearby garden, but also 
to teach students garden-
ing skills, something Sue 
and Peter are passionate 
about. They spent a num-
ber of weekends restoring 
the greenhouse and doing 
weeding and spreading 
compost while Sue does 
the teaching.

Nearby is an orchard 
�������� ���� ��� �
�� ������
ago by Sustainable Whan-
ganui. Unfortunately it 
was neglected as was also 
the case with some citrus 
and feijoa trees around 
the school. However, Sus-
tainable Whanganui was 
more than happy to return, 

prune the orchard trees, 
move the citrus and feijoa 
trees to the garden area 
and provide advice for fu-
ture care.

Lynne added, “We had 
an old bath tub donated 
and the students will 
be going to Sustainable 
Whanganui to see how 

they can develop a worm 
farm.”

The project has since de-
veloped more community 
connections. The students 
visited Pak ‘n Save to see 
how a supermarket works 
and ran a burger making 
contest, thanks to The Cit-
adel Café and restaurant in 

��������
��� ���� �
������
not only won vouchers 
but also spent time cook-
ing at the café. 

Looking back Lynne 
says “the project has been 
absolutely awesome. It 
has achieved everything I 
really wanted it to.” 

Continued on page 2

Kitchen and Garden organisers with some of the students



2 - RIVER CITY PRESS, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2019

Check out what’s 
in this week’s RCP

Doug Davidson, 
journalist@

rivercitypress.co.nz

Travelling around the world on a solar powered 
e-assisted recumbent trike (solar-trike)

It is a long description of 
a bike/trike and it needs an 
explanation. The trike (3 
wheels) is a recumbent de-
sign – that is the rider is in 
a laid-back reclining posi-
tion – and it tows a trailer 
which provides storage 
space but more important 
six solar panels, which 
provide power for his two 
batteries of his bike.

David Brandenberger 
from Switzerland has 
been travelling since 
2015 through Central 
Asia, China, South Korea, 
around Australia and was 
in Whanganui recently. He 
says, “As a one-man-team 
without big sponsors, I car-
ry the message to supply 
the world with alternative 
energies, to think outside 
the box, to live charity, to 
�����������������������
���
God.”

A recumbent trike is rec-
ommended by many cy-
clists as it is so much more 
��!���������� !���� �"-
cient (less wind resistant) 
and you have less chance 
��� ����
�	� ���� #��
�$��
top speed is only 25kph 
although freewheeling 
downhill can be a lot fast-
er. The maximum distance 
is about 50km “depending 

on the hills. In Northland I 
had to push the trike.”

The combined length 
of his trike and trailer 
is 555cm and it is a me-
tre wide. It weighs about 
260km with food and wa-
ter extra. He carries a gui-
tar and art gear with him. 
He has been painting since 
1988 and says, “My works 
jump between impression-
ism and expressionism or a 
combination of both.”

The trip started in Czech 
Republic , where he 
picked up his trike and af-
ter reaching South Korea, 
he shipped his trike and 
trailer to Australia, travel-
ling down Western Aus-
tralia and then across the 
Nullarbor Plains. He says, 
“I carried 70 litres of water 
with me.”

He adds, “Many people, 
especially in Turkey and 
Iran, would stop and look 
at my solartrike, including 
���
�����������!����������
����"�
��������������������
such as a passport check. In 
some areas it was so cold, 
such as in Krygistan where 
there was 30cm on ice on 
the roads, that he left his 
solartrike in a youht hostel 
���� %��� ��!��� ���
��
�	�
in summer.

The scariest experience 
on the trip, so far, he said 
was in China. “I was on 
a newly built road, which 
was down to one lane of 
	������� &� ��
���$�� ���� ��-
cause of the thick dust 
from the big trucks. I knew 
there was a sheer drop on 
one side, when suddenly 
a truck was about to run 
me over. Fortunately it re-
sponded to my air horn.”

He was in Whanganui as 
a member of the ‘Warm-
�������$� '� ���� ��	��
��-

�
��� ��
��� ������ �����
accommodation to cycle 
tourers. There is a mem-
bership of 85,000 world-
wide and there are three 
of them at the Quaker set-
tlement including Ann and 
John Handley. Ann told 
the RCP, “We have been 

��
�	� 
�� ���� ��
�� ��� ����
years. It is mainly in the 
summer.” Peter Watson 
and Lyneke Onderwater of 
Whanganui Bicycle Users 
Group (WBUG) are the 
others. 

David is probably in the 
South Island by now. His 

approach is “Open ended 
travel. Stop wherever I 
like.” An optician by pro-
fession, he plans to travel 
till the money runs out 
and his next trip is likely 
to be in Alaska. 

You can follow him on 
www.d-t-b.ch

Conditions: Buy Resene Premium Paints, Wood Stains, Primers, Sealers, Wallpaper, Decorating 
Accessories and Cleaning Products and get the GST value (15% off the full retail price) off at Resene 
ColorShops and participating resellers. The discount reduction will be calculated on the normal retail 
price OR if you have a Resene DIY Card you can get the Save the GST value sale discount and an 
extra 5% off. Excludes WallPrint, decals, Crown, trade and industrial products, PaintWise levy and 
account sales. Paint offer also available at participating Mitre 10 MEGA, Mitre 10 and Hammer 
Hardware stores. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offer ends 29 January 2020.

On Resene Premium Paints, 
Wood Stains, Primers, Sealers, 

Wallpaper, Decorating Accessories 
and Cleaning Products

Come in and see us today 
at your local Resene ColorShop!

Whanganui: 17 Wilson St, (06) 348 0048
or shop online at shop.resene.co.nz

Continued from page 1
The students learn to read the recipes, put the ingre-

dients together, do the cooking – and there have been 
no mishaps. Students take the recipes home, (and any 
left-over food) and some of them will cook for their 
families.” She spoke about how one girl had recently 
repeated a chicken stir fry dish for her family.

Principal Diane Henare says, “We are a decile 1 
school and through programmes like this, we are break-
ing the cycle, helping to create a better community.” 
She told the RCP about a student they farewelled at as-
sembly that day. He said, “I want to be a chef.” Watch 
�
�� *����� +������� ���� ������
��� ����� ���!� ��������
���
Diane added, “One of the boys brought me a zucchini 
from the garden for my lunch.”

The skills learnt in gardening and cooking are trans-
ferrable apart from the obvious reading and numeracy 
������&�� 
�������!
������
���

��
�	�����������������
used in other subjects and aspects of life. It is also about 
growing, using and eating healthy food. Lynne says, 
“The kids will now look at labels in the supermarket to 
check how nutritional the food is.”

The school had a morning tea to thank the sponsors 
and to introduce them to the students on the programme.

There were 16 students in the cooking class and eight 
in the garden programme, with an even mix of boys and 
	
�����4���������:�������
�������
��������������������;�
Both Lynne and Sue will continue to be involved and 
to inspire. 

Rutherford Kitchen 
and Garden 

classes - practical 
lifelong learning

David Brandenberger on his solar powered electric trike

I was impressed not only 
with the cooking and gar-
dening classes at Ruther-
ford Junior High School 
but also by the fact they 
have been led by volun-
teers, Lynne Vinsen and 
Sue Millar. (See our front 
page story). Congratula-
tions to them and Ruther-
ford for these useful and 
valuable programmes.

There are a couple of 
travel stories. Jude Ham-
blyn, who works in the 
District Council, spends 
her holidays and probably 
a fair bit of her income 
travelling overseas to ski 
(page 14). She chooses 
not the obvious spots, but 
some more way out ones 
– such as Kurdistan and 
��!�������� ���������� =����$�
countries in Central Asia.

The other is about David 
Brandenberger travelling 
the world in his recumbent 
solar powered trike – and 
he has been doing this 
since 2015 (page 2).

You might have heard of 
the Hare Krishna follow-
ers. Now you can see them 
in action in the Christmas 
*������ ���� ����� ���� �
��
about them in an evening 
��	��
�������+
���$������	��
Hall (page 5).

There is an eulogy of 
Victor Silveira. I inter-
viewed him and his wife 
back in 2014. They were 
a delightful couple. Victor 
passed away recently and 
Anita was keen for a “very 
positive article” to be writ-
ten about his life. He was 
clearly an inspiring and 
loving man and husband 
(page 3).

Finally congratulations 
to Helen Puhi Puhi for her 
=*��
��� ��!!
�
���
����
>� ?�������
�$� @��������
sponsored by the Ministry 
���� *��
��� *������� X��	��
6). If you know Helen you 
will agree – thoroughly de-
served. 

- Doug Davidson
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Free  
until you 
are 18.

Make an appointment today  

06 345 3222
Visit us at Victoria House  
1a Rutland Street, Wanganui

Golf 
results
��������	
���
��������
Thursday, 5 December, 

Tee 2 Green, Ladies: 
Elaine Holden 30, Janice 
Donghi 35, Jan Grenside 
37. 

Men: Kevin Burke 30, 
Kevin Edmonds 35, Allen 
[
���� \]�� ^�_�`� q��
���
Donghi.

Victor Pereira Silveira 
- “Just loved life”

Back in June 5, 2014, 
the RCP featured Victor 
Silveira on our front 
page with the headline of 
“Paralysed and bed-rid-
den yet still ‘very, very 
blessed’.” He had plenty 
of reasons to feel sad and 
negative but the com-
ments at his funeral held 
recently, focused on how 
he “just loved life.”

He was bedridden for 
over eight years but 
used the time to arrange 
surprises for other people 
over the phone, especial-
ly the “love of his life”, 
Anita. As their friend, 
Maureen McMillan said 
at his funeral, “His love 
for Anita was truly un-
believable.” Anita adds, 
“He was so special. He 
treated me like a beauti-
ful Queen.”

They met in San 
Francisco when Anita 
was travelling over-
seas. They returned to 
Whanganui so that she 
would be close to her 
family. On her 40th 
birthday he bought her 
a car – again over the 
phone – arranged for 

�	�����������	���������	����������	�����	��

the RCP to give her the 
Bouquet of the Week and 
organised with Disney to 
have Mickey and Minnie 
to visit. As he told the 
RCP back in 2014, “Anita 
has long wanted to go to 
Disneyland and as this 
was impossible I wanted 
Disneyland to come to 
her.”

He was determined that 
Anita would not be left 
with house maintenance 
costs when he died, so 
he bought a new, small 
home. 

Maureen said at his 
funeral, “Tell me how 
many people get married 
to the same person twice, 
renew their wedding vows 
three times and take their 
grandmother away with 
them on their honey-
moon?”

He and Anita were 
devout Catholics and 
Catholic sisters would 
come on a regular basis to 
give communion and the 
priest would visit. Anita 
says, “I am grateful to the 
Catholic Church. Their 
hospitality has been ab-
solutely amazing.” Anita 
adds, “I would also like 
to thank my family and 
friends for their support.”

Anita was able to look 
after Victor until the very 

end. She would phone 
him from work frequently 
to check on him and did 
everything from moving 
him in bed and providing 
painkillers. As Maureen 
says, “Victor couldn’t 
have married anyone 
better.”

Gordon Park gets a helping hand 
from Whanganui Collegiate

Students from Whan-
ganui Collegiate recently 
tackled the invasive veldt 
grass (Ehrharta erecta) at 
Gordon Park Scenic Re-
serve alongside Depart-
!����������������
��������
and Friends of Gordon 
Park volunteers.  

Veldt grass is a fast-
growing plant that origi-
nates from South Africa 
���� ���� ����� ��������� 
��
New Zealand in 1943 in 
Wellington. It outcom-
petes native vegetation and 
prevents native seedling 
regeneration. 

Furthermore, the recent 
wet weather followed by 
warmer conditions has 
provided the near perfect 
recipe for the grass to be-
come well established in 
the reserve. 

Forty-four Collegiate 
students and teachers were 
briefed by DOC Com-
munity Ranger, Jaycee 
Tipene-Thomas, on how 
to identify the grass and in 
groups set out to remove it. 

Trevor, from Friends of 
Gordon Park, said having 
the large number of stu-
dents helping in the bush 
!���� �� ���!��
�� �
���-
ence. “That’s something 
we will continue to main-
tain on our regular volun-
teer days.”  

Science teacher, Rosie 
Gibson who helped organ-
ise the day, said it was a 
great day. “The students 

were challenged and learnt 
about the importance of 
paying it forward - not 
only for nature but for fu-
ture generations.”

���� ~�
��� ������ ���
�����

�� �� �
	�
������ �!�
��� ���
veldt grass being removed 
from the reserve and a 
greater understanding of 
���������	
�����
	�
�������
of Gordon Park.

Friends of Gordon Park 
volunteer days are carried 
out on the second Tuesday 
(9am-12pm) and the fourth 
Thursday (1pm-3pm) of 
the month. If you want 
to volunteer contact the 
[���	��

� �"��� ��� ����
Department of Conserva-
tion - whanganui@doc.
govt.nz ~ In brief ~

1. ���������������� ����� ������� ��������  A reader 
in Peakes Ave contacted us to say that they had two 
pairs of jandals at the back door. One went missing one 
night, then another. They were replaced with another 
pair – but again, the third left footed jandal went miss-
ing. They put it down to a left footed male missing a 
right leg or more likely a cat with a fetish for left-footed 
~��������X���������
������������
�����������&����
������
noticed an extra left-footed jandal or two or even three, 
please advise the RSP and we will arrange for their re-
turn.

2. ���	��!����	�����������.  Another reader contacted 
us about her Christmas lights being stolen. The thief 
would have to be a tall person or someone with a ladder. 
The lights have sentimental value. If you are aware of 
these lights please contact us.

������	����"������������������#�������$��%&�
$��������'�����������	���!!��	����������(�����)	����*)��!��&�
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Aramoho Lunchbar and 
customers buy walker 

for popular local

Gladys or ‘Aunty Mabel’ as she was 
known to the people behind the counter 
at the Aramoho Lunchbar and Takea-
ways, had been coming to the shop 
every Friday at 4.30pm for around 17 
������ ��� �
��� 
�� ���� ���� =�� ��
��� ����
sometimes also the orders of “other old-

���
�������������%����;

Current owner, Wendy Spence, who 
has been at the lunchbar for a similar 
length of time says, “I noticed in the 
last six months a decline in Aunty Ma-
bel’s mobility and she was favouring 
���� �
��;� +������ �������� ����� ���� �����
she was struggling to walk more than a 
couple of houses along, without having 
to rest.

Wendy decided to fundraise to buy a 
stroller/walker for Gladys. She put a 

collection box on the counter explaining 
what it was for and promising to match 
what her customers donated. And they 
donated. It was on the counter for only 
four days with some customers donating 
a $50 note. 

“It touched their hearts. Aunty Mabel 
is a lovely lady and is part of the fam-
ily around here. When her granddaugh-
ter got married in Australia recently, she 
���
	���
�����������������
��;

The money was enough not only for 
the walker but also for a Goldair fan and 
a Christmas hamper of goodies.

Caregiver, Lynne Mori, contacted the 
RCP to tell us about the story saying, 
:���� �����!�� 
�� �����;� ���� ���������
arrived with Gladys totally unaware of 
what was happening.

Wendy with a sign thanking her generous customers

Packed Christmas calendar at 
Enliven’s Kowhainui Home

It’s a busy time of year 
at Enliven’s Kowhainui 
Home, with plenty of 
festivities planned in the 
lead-up to Christmas.

Festive decorations al-
ready adorn much of the 
home, including a grotto 
���������� �
��� �
�������
themes.

Kowhainui Home Man-
ager, Trish Boswell, says 
the home is now well-
known for its Christmas 
decorations, to the point 
where they are donated 
decorations to use.

A unique event on the 
calendar is the annual 
potato growing compe-
tition. Residents planted 
potatoes in buckets in 
August and they were 
dug up in late November.

Kowhainui Home Di-
versional Therapy Team 
Leader, Frances Craven, 
says the potatoes are 
usually judged closer to 
Christmas, but an unfa-
vourable spring meant 
the spuds were dug up 
earlier than planned.

After judging who 
grew the biggest and the 
most potatoes, they were 
sent to the kitchen to be 
cooked up and included 
in the residents’ dinner.

Other events on Kow-
hainui Home’s Christ-
mas calendar include 
the annual Christmas 
Parade, which was held 
inside the home and fea-
�
�������
����������������
members of the commu-
nity.

Frances says a number 
of parties will also be 

held for the residents, vol-
unteers, day programme 
clients and Kowhainui 
and Abingdon villa resi-
dents.

Enliven’s Kowhainui 

Home and Villages in 
���!����� ������ 
���-
pendent retirement liv-
ing, rest home and hos-
pital level care, as well as 
short-term respite, health 

recovery care and an en-
gaging day programme. 
For more information call 
the friendly team on 06 
349 1400 or visit www.
enlivencentral.org.nz.

Kowhainui Home Diversional Therapist, Donna Freeman, judges the
 potatoes dug up by volunteer, Kevin Freeman

Santa’s grotto is a highlight of Kowhainui Home’s Christmas decorations

retirement villages         rest home        hospital        dementia                                                                      
short term respite        health recovery        day programmes                

free phone
0508 

ENLIVEN

with Enliven in Whanganui
Enliven creates elder-centred communities that recognises elders as individuals and 
supports them in a way that’s right for them. Set amongst lovely picturesque landscapes, 
all Enliven facilities in Whanganui are purpose built with strong community connections.   

In the Whanganui region, Enliven offers:
Kowhainui Home and Village, Otamatea     •     Abingdon Village, St John’s Hill

www.enlivencentral.org.nz
For more information please visit:

Shop online @ 
www.pauaproducts.co.nz 
or call us on 0800 728 277 

9 Park Place
Extra parking 

around the back

nz

Christmas 
opening hours

Wednesday 4th 
and 11th December
open until 7pm

Saturday 7th, 14th, 21st
December 
open 9am-2pm

Tuesday 17th December until 
Monday 23rd December
open 7am-7pm 
(12 hours per day!)

Christmas Eve 
Tuesday 24th December 
open 7am - midday

PAUA Products will be 
closed from Christmas Eve 
and reopening 
Monday 6th January

Quality toys 
built to last!
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Hare Krishna chariot to feature 
in Christmas Parade

If you want colour, 
singing, music and 
dancing in the streets, 
you will love the ‘Ratha 
Yatra’ or Chariot Festival 
that will be part of the 
Whanganui Christmas 
Parade on Saturday, 
December 14. The large 
decorated chariot, com-
plete with Hare Krishna 
deities on it, will be 
pulled along the Avenue.

The organiser is Dvar-
kanath Das who came 
here from Fiji and works 
at Axiam Plastics. He is 
at the same time a Hare 
Krishna priest and takes 
services up in Auckland 
where they have a tem-
ple. There are also two 
temples in Wellington.

The supporters are 
coming from out of town 
and include a swami 
(religious teacher) who 
travels around the world. 
Hare Krishna followers, 
who wear orange robes, 
are only those who have 
chosen celibacy. Dvar-
kanath Das will wear 
white. Expect plenty 
of chanting backed by 
drums, piano accordion 
and brass instruments 

After the Parade, the 
group is having an even-
ing at the Girls’ Col-
lege Hall starting with 
a vegan dinner at 6pm. 

The swami will be there 
as well as the Harinama 
Ruci Group providing 
live music. There is a $1 
entry cost and that covers 
everything, including face 
painting for the chil-
dren and free henna for 
��!������@�����
�����%���
says, “Taste the Joy of 
Bhakti and begin your 
journey within.”

Dvarkanath Das ex-
plains, “The Hare Krishna 
belief is that every animal 
and plant has a spirit 
soul which is part of the 
Godhead.” There are 
�
���������
������������
consciousness, however.  

There are four require-
!�����'����!������������
eggs, no intoxicating sub-
��������
���
�
�	��������
no gambling and no illicit 
sex. Chanting is important 
as it makes you God con-
scious. Dvarkanath Das 
explains – “you repeat 
the name of Hare Krishna 
(after Lord Krishna) as 
it helps to connect you 
to him, just as when you 
say the name of someone 
you love – you see their 
picture when you say 
their name.” He chants 16 
rounds of his 108 beads 
each day starting at 3am. 
It takes him about two 
hours. 

Their scripture is the 

‘Bhadavad Gita – As it 
is.’  He points out that this 
“is its original form as 
spoken by Lord Krishna. 
It teaches you how to live 
a better life, it uplifts you 
and nothing else can give 
you the same satisfac-
tion.”

The Hare Krishna move-
ment is without caste, 
creed or religious af-

��
��
����&��������������
��
from its origins in India 
with members throughout 
the world.  Dvarkanath 
Das says, “The area of 
biggest growth is in the 
Ukraine.”

���
���������%�������
chariot should be popular 
���
�������������
���
��
the Christmas Parades in 
Auckland and Rotorua. 

Hare Krishnas preparing for parade

Ohakea community water 
supply issues to be resolved
���
�����^�	
�����

Council are pleased to 
hear the Minister for the 
Environment’s announce-
ment last night that 
Government will fund 
$10.8 million towards the 
cost of rural water supply 
���������!!
�
�����������
by contamination of water 
�������	��
�	����!
�����
at Ohakea Airbase.

Minister David Parker 
says that around 85 rural 
properties will be sup-
plied with reticulated 
clean drinking and stock 
water rather than having 
to rely on tanks and bores. 

“For the past two years 
the Ohakea commu-
nity has been relying on 
temporary supplies pro-
vided by the NZ Defence 
Force,” says Mr Parker.

���
�������
�������
-
tive, Michael McCartney, 
�����
��
��	���������������
have central government 
��!!
���������
��������
-
bution and provide some 
assurance to the com-
munity that a solution is 
coming.  

“However we are still 
keen to discuss what 
an ongoing monitoring 
programme will look like 
and the need for central 
government to fund it,” 
says Mr McCartney. 

“What we know is 
�����������
�����
	�
������
contamination in the 

groundwater and nearby 
waterways that is going to 
spread in the next 50-100 
years. 

“Contamination events 
such as this not only 
creates public health con-
cerns, they can have long 
term social-economic 
impacts. 

“An ongoing monitor-
ing regime is essential for 
tracking progress of the 
contaminant to ensure re-
sponsiveness to any future 

health or environmental 
issues are addressed 
promptly.”
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Hellen Puhi Puhi wins ‘Pacific Communications & Leadership’ Award
Helen Puhi Puhi of 
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nications 

& Leader-
ship’ award

Horizons 
Notes

with Cr David Cotton
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Photography exhibition by Whanganui Camera 
Club members at Edith Gallery
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Only 1 more 
publication 

before 
Christmas! 
Get your advertising 

booked in today!

River City Press
Ph 345 3666

email: rivercitypress
@xtra.co.nz

Taranaki features on Whanganui 
Summer Programme in January

Year after year Taranaki 
has been a magnet for 
Whanganui Summer 
Programme trips and 
this is so again in 2020, 
says WSP Trustee David 
Scoullar. Four trips are 
planned in the province 
in January.

�����������
��
�����q��
-
ary 3 and focusses on 
gardens. The Taranaki 
Regional Council has 
������ !�	�
������ 	��-
dens. The WSP visited 
Pukeiti last January and 
this time will visit the 
others — the magical arts 
�����������	�������¡�����
on the outskirts of New 
Plymouth and the 4.5ha 
Hollard Gardens near Ka-
ponga. Morning tea will 
be at another nationally-
recognised garden, King 
�������*����
���¢������

The Patea Historical 
Society has guided visi-
tors to a number of in-
teresting sites over the 
last few summers and on 
January 9 will provide 
another look at the past 

�� ��
��� �������
�� *¢�
sites to be visited include 
�£�������
$�� ��
���	��
Ika, a masterpiece of con-
struction; Weraroa above 
����[�
�¥�����^
����������
�������¢��
����������
�����
2000 that gathered to op-
����� +������� ��!����$��

������!1!����
����
advance; and the Oika 
redoubt near Whenuakura 
*¢�� @���� �¡���
� ��
����
built on the site of the Tau-
���	�� &���*¢�¦����
	�
�-
����������������¢��
��

@� ���� ��
�� ���
[���	�!¥!�������������
on the programme for 
years and is so popular it 
will be repeated on Janu-
ary 15. From Stratford the 
bus will go along the sce-
nic Forgotten World High-
way to a once-busy fron-
tier town that has become a 
tourist destination. Lunch 
��� ���� [���	�!¥!����
Hotel with time to explore 
this historic village. Guide 
for the day is Jim Gilmour, 
who lived in the area for 
many years. 

The last trip on the 2020 
WSP programme is a day 
out on January 31 in the 
attractive Taranaki town 
of Stratford which is a 
tribute to the great bard, 
William Shakespeare, 
with 67 streets named af-
ter characters in his plays. 
@� ����� ��� �������
���� 
�-
clude a riverside walk, a 
unique glockenspiel, an 
art gallery and art studio 
along with an interesting 
sculpture park nearby. 
There will also be visits to 
a possum fur and leather 
��������������!$���������
bar with opportunity for 
purchases. 

You can book trips at the 
Whanganui i-SITE, Taupo 
Quay.

Summer Twilight cycling series initiative to promote the sport
The Wanganui Cycling 

Club has started a new 
summer initiative with 
their summer twilight 
series of races on a 
Wednesday night starting 
from 5.30pm to 6pm. 
The races take place 
down the road from St 
Oswalds Church around 
the Western Line Circuit. 
Much of the 11km 
��
���
�������
�����%���
or downhill until close 

���������
�����!
�	�
��
Westmere Station Road. 
Youth riders do one lap 
with the club riders, with 
their race taking any-
where between 35 and 55 
minutes.

The cyclists range in 
age from Huntly School 
pupils through to a few in 
���
��������]�$��������^���
��������$��	���������X����
�������������������������
Having just turned 16, he 

recently completed the 
Lake Taupo circuit in four 
hours 44 minutes.

@����������������
��
Cath, who rode profes-
�
�������
��������@�����
who, along with Dayle, 
�
��������^�����$���
���
shop. She is also the 
=#������!�����"���$�
for the cycling club, a 
new role that she has just 
taken up. Her focus will 
be on introducing cycling 

skills into schools and 
will be running a holiday 
programme in January.

The concept came after 
Huntley School and Col-
legiate approached them. 
Cath says, “Cycling gave 
me lots of opportunity. I 
would like to see some-
thing similar for other 
kids. Whanganui has 
great facilities, minimal 
���"������	��������������
cycle on. The velodrome 
track will also be used.

Rides for Youth “will 
be over double distances 
and based on having 
fun.” She hopes to advise 
the dates of the holiday 
programme soon. "�!�������������	������!	�����������	����������!����"���	���2���&
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Trish celebrating 30 years 
with Idea Services

On December 5, 
Trish celebrated 
30 years with Idea 
Services. She came 
to them as her mother 
had some mini strokes.

She was adopted as a 
baby into a family with 
three other adopted 
older sisters. Trish 
says, “My adoptive 
mother has done a lot 
of great work for me 
and I have come a long 
way with her support. 
I couldn’t talk until I 
was 8 years old.”

After attending Salis-
bury School in Nelson, 
which provides educa-
tion in a residential 
setting for students 
whose complex learn-
ing needs are not being 
met in their local com-
munity school, Trish 
came to Whanganui 
in 1987 to live with 
her mother and, due to 
her mother’s ill health, 
transferred to Idea 
Services.

She says, “I started 

����%������!������
which was beside a 
residential home and 
was supported by the 
�����;�?�������
���
moved to a house with 
others but it didn’t 
work out and she went 
��������%�������&����
Services property and 
for 18 months was in 
contract board.

Trish is now in a sup-
ported living arrange-
ment in a house in 
town. In March 2020 
she will have been 
there 14 years.

“I have autism and 
OCD, am bipolar and 
hyperactive and have 
mild disabilities. I also 
�
�������!�����
���
headaches and panic 
attacks.”

Some time ago Trish 
went to Otago Univer-
sity “So that people 
from Canada could do 
some research on me. 
This included having 
non-medical injections 
in my head.”

“I like swimming 
pools and have my 
�������&�������
!-
ming helps cool me 
in the hot months. I 
also like shopping and 
looking for deals and 
bargain hunting.” Trish 
also enjoys listening to 
‘The Sound’ especially 
to music of the 1970s 
and 80s.

Musicians Club welcomes ‘Music 
from Nashville, Tennessee’

Nashville based Blue-
grass/Americana musi-
cians, Rachel Baiman 
and George Jackson, will 
be playing a very special 
show December 14 at the 
Whanganui Musicians 
Club.

New Zealand native, 
George Jackson, was 
born to musician parents 
in Christchurch.  Jackson 
has a degree in Jazz from 
Queensland Conservato-
rium of music and spent 
years on the Australian 
Festival Circuit. An avid 
student of American 
��������������q�������
eventually made his way 
to Nashville where he 
now lives and works.

“American music is 
melting pot music,” says 
Jackson, “and you can 
hear the history of Amer-
ica through it. For exam-
ple, the way that you use 
rhythm in your bow is 
very African and some of 
the tunes are Scottish or 
Irish in origin.  I haven’t 
been an American until 
now, which is why I like 
to write and play my 
own tunes, because that’s 
me bringing myself, the 
New Zealander, into the 
mix”.

Rachel Baiman was 
raised in Chicago by a 
radical economist and 
a social worker. After 
becoming an Illinois 
State Fiddle champion 
at age 17, she moved to 
Nashville to pursue mu-
sic. She is a multi-instru-
mentalist and a singer/
songwriter who has spent 

the last four years touring 
and recording. Speaking 
about her latest release, 
‘Thanksgiving’, Rachel 
says: 

:&�����
�����������������
from the values that I 
grew up with and I feel 
compelled to write politi-
cally, to speak out about 
things that I’ve experi-
enced or seen. Song writ-
ing is a unique opportu-
nity to do that because it 
avails a more emotional 
vehicle for discussion. I 
love the political tradi-
tion of folk music, from 
Woody Guthrie to Tupac 
and my hope is that this 
record adds another voice 
to it.”

The duo will be per-
forming their own songs, 
as well as music from 
the traditional repertoire 
as they tour around New 

Zealand and we are lucky 
to have them on our stage 
in Whanganui.

The support act is the 
Bob Cooper-Grundy and 
Kate Marshall Duo. They 
are based in the Wairara-
pa and play gigs regularly 
around the southern half 
of the North Island. The 
song list veers between 
swing sounds of Texas, 

mixed with the blues, 
bluegrass, something ap-
proaching jazz and some 
pop songs served up in 
the Bob and Kate way.

The show is at the 
Musician Club Hall (for-
merly the Savage Club) 
on Drews Ave. General 
admission is $20, mem-
bers $15. Doors open at 
7pm. See you there!

)�	���3�������4�5�6�����������-���������������
7����"��8	���

Recent 
RCP 

winners
Congratulations to Claire 

Mathieson, who is the 
lucky winner of the dou-
ble pass for The Soweto 
Gospel Choir. Thank you 
to everyone else who en-
tered. Watch out for more 
competitions over the next 
few months.

3��	�	����#������(��%��������2������9�	!��

9���������*#����������:����3��������'��
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 WHANGANUI TOWN CENTRE

www.mainstreetwhanganui.co.nz

Followed by a free family concert at Majestic Square

Mainstreet Whanganui

Saturday 14th December, 2pm

Santa Claus is coming to town!
On Saturday, 14 De-

cember the Town Centre 
will once again be full 
of Christmas joy as the 
Whanganui Christmas 
Parade rolls down Victo-
ria Avenue at 2pm.

Kelly Scarrow is 
Mainstreet’s Event, 
Promotions and Market-
ing Manager and works 
����	�
���+������������
to co-ordinate Christ-
!���%���������
��������

after party management 
and administration for 
the event.  “This year’s 
Christmas Parade will 
be bigger than ever, cel-
ebrating a true summer 
kiwi Christmas down our 

beautiful city’s Main-
street,” said Kelly. “As 
a team we love work-
ing together to bring a 
Christmas Parade that 
��
�����%���������[���-
ganui community and to 

encourage more of our 
community to come out 
and celebrate Christmas 
in the heart of our city”.

There will be an after 
party at Majestic Square 
at the completion of the 

parade with entertain-
ment, face painting & 
food carts available!

And of course.... Santa 
will be making an ap-
pearance and doing his 
legendary lolly scramble!

Mainstreet and More 
��������������
��
�	�
a competition for the 
last few weeks where 
primary school aged 
children can enter the 
draw to ride on the sleigh 

with Santa.  
The draw was made 

���������
���������
�����
which was really lovely 
hearing the excitement 
of the parents and chil-
dren who received those 
phone calls. 

Keep an eye on the 
Mainstreet Whanganui 
�����������	������
�����
date information about 
the Mainstreet Whan-
ganui Christmas Parade!
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Tena koutou katoa,

HIGHSCHOOL
WHANGANUI 

www.whanganuihigh.school.nz

N C E
IMPORTANT 

DATES

ROCHELLE LOWE & ABIGAIL SEWELL 
Rochelle Lowe and Abigail Sewell submitted 1500 word essays 

as part of the Senior Section of the annual Wynne Costley 

Research Scholarship. Abigail’s essay explored women’s 

involvement in World War I and was awarded first place and 

‘Most Outstanding Contribution’. Rochelle’s essay focused 

on women in the New Zealand government and was awarded 

second place. 

 

Our junior and senior students have recently completed their various 

examinations – internal school examinations in English, mathematics, science 

and social studies for junior students and external NCEA assessments for 

senior students. We wish all senior students well in their external NCEA 

examination results.

Junior Activities Week was a great success with 48 different activities being 

offered by staff members to our Year 9 and Year 10 students. The activities 

ran through our House structure and connected to our LIFE school values: 

Learning, Integrity, Fellowship, Excellence. Consistent focus was placed on 

new or discovery-based activities, thinking or individual activities, team or 

community-based activities, competitive or creative activities.

At the Junior Prizegiving on Friday, 6 December the Whanganui High School 

House Champions Shield was awarded to Whenua House as the winning 

House for 2019 out of Awa, Maunga, Moana, Whenua. Please see our school 

website www.whanganuihigh.school.nz for more details.

I wish all students and whanau a joyful and safe Christmas over the 

coming weeks. I am looking forward to welcoming all our Year 13 students 

and new students to Whanganui High School at the beginning of the school 

year on Monday, 27 January and then welcoming students of all year levels 

back to school the following day.

I am always happy to meet with students, whanau and members of the 

community to discuss any aspect of education and LIFE at 

Whanganui High School.

Ngā mihi nui

Martin McAllen - Principal

MEd Leadership with First Class Honours,

PG Dip Ed Leadership, BA, Dip Tchg

Wednesday 22 January
Course Counselling

Friday 24 January
Teacher Only Day

Monday 27 January
School resumes for Year 9, Year 13 

& new students from all other levels

Tuesday 28 January
School resumes for all year levels

ENGLISH SCHOLARSHIP

Lachlan Burroughs

MATHEMATICS SCHOLARSHIP

Noah Jones

SPORTS SCHOLARSHIP 

Elsie Butcher

IVAN HIGGINS SCHOLARSHIP

Siobhan Sarkar

SOCIAL STUDIES SCHOLARSHIP

Kasih Dilloway

SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP 

Finnian Sinclair

CONFUCIUS PRIZE 

Yuri van der Wees

SPORTS SCHOLARSHIP

Thomas Gowan

CULTURAL SCHOLARSHIP

Ivan Adams

Y8 SCHOLARSHIP 
WINNERS

  
Incoming WHS Students

2020

General Enquiries: (06) 349-0178    Attendance: (06) 349-0177   International Enquiries: +64-6-349-1181

for

Congratulations!

LIFE at 

PRINCIPAL’S

NEWSLETTER

FOR 

DECEMBER

2019
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CONNOR MUNRO
Connor Munro was one of 

25 finalists selected 

throughout New Zealand 

for a Progear student 

portraiture photography 

competition, in association 

with the Gerrard and Marti 

Friedlander Charitable 

Trust. His photograph was 

displayed as part of the 

competition at the NorthArt 

Gallery in Auckland.

 

  

AMELIA NEALE
Term 3 has been a busy term for Amelia 

Neale. Amelia was able to fine tune her 

roller hockey skills at the recent 

Champions Cup 2019 Roller Hockey 

Tournament held in Brisbane, Australia. 

Prior to this tournament Amelia played 

for Whanganui at the New Zealand 

Nationals, where she came 1st (Women’s 

team) and 3rd (Mixed Youth Age team). 

MADISON 
AUSTIN
Madison Austin has 

received the ‘UCOL 

Accomplishment Award’. 

This is awarded to the 

student who has made

the most significant 

achievement in 2019. 

MITCHELL MCDOWELL

At the recent New Zealand 

Cowboy Action Shooting 

Championships, student Mitchell 

McDowell came away with the 

Champion title and trophy for a 

second year running, in the age 

group 13 and under. Mitchell has 

qualified to compete in the World 

Cowboy Action Shooting Society 

Championships in New Mexico, 

United States in May 2020. 

 

STELLA WARNER
Stella Warner has been awarded the  

‘2019 Whanganui Federation 

Women Young Player of the Year’ 

award and has also been selected to 

represent our region at the National 

Age Group Tournament.

KEELAN TUI 

Keelan Tui has won the prestigious 

Prime Minister’s Vocational 

Excellence Award. This award 

recognises the skills, knowledge 

and competencies that Keelan has 

developed for a vocational career 

and his determination and 

willingness to learn.

NIAMH MONK
Niamh Monk, is training hard in 

preparation for being signed to 

Indiana State University, United 

States of America for 2020. The 

university is one of the top 15 

NCAA rowing universities in the 

United States, and gives Niamh 

the opportunity to both study 

and have a high-performance 

rowing programme. 

(Back row, left to right)(Front row, left to right)
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New principal for Whanganui 
Girls’ College next year
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Thinking out loud - Christmas traditions and peace

Nigel Irwin
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Bouquet of the Week
We received the follow-

ing Bouquet of the Week 
nomination for Mosston 
School teacher, Hayley 
Addenbrooke.

“My son has Autism 
Spectrum Disorder. He 
was home-schooled un-
til he was seven and we 
enrolled him at Mosston. 

At the beginning of the 
����� ��� ��
��� 
�� �
"�
���
to engage in classroom 
activities and was having 
problems with his learning 

�������������������������
teacher aide support every 
day and would remove 
himself from many activi-
ties.

Hayley and the team at 
Mosston have worked tire-
lessly with him through the 
year and helped him devel-
����
���������������������
discovered ways to engage 
him in his learning and de-
velopment.

We are particularly ap-
preciative of Hayley for 
!��
�	��������������	������
know our son so well that 
she recognised he had in-
jured himself after what 
seemed like a minor fall 
from his skateboard and a 
bump on the chin. As ASD 
can distort his recognition 
of pain, he thought he was 
���� ����� ��� ���� ���
�����
fractured his wrist in two 
places and a minor concus-
sion. Hayley was able to 
see that his behaviour had 
changed and contacted us 
immediately.

Hayley is a young teach-
er with a lot of energy and 
great enthusiasm for her 
job. It is absolutely de-
lightful to see her engaging 
with the classroom. Our 
son loves going to school 
and has no anxieties about 
it at all, which is a massive 
����	�� ���!� �
�� ����� �����
in public education.” 

The RCP arranged to 
surprise Hayley in her 
classroom in the last week 
of school with a beautiful 
��
�
������%�������
�� ��-
gether by Nichola and her 
team at the Flower Room, 
an Inter Flora Top 20 Club 
member. Hayley also re-
ceived a voucher for two at 
the Grand Irish Pub. 

Hayley Addenbrooke with some of her students at Mosston School

Jude has skied all 
over the world

Jude Hamblyn was brought up in 
Palmerston North with glimpses of 
Ruapehu glittering on the horizon – but 
no one in her family skied. But she got 
the bug through school ski trips, which 
has led her on a journey to ski in a wide 
variety of countries across Central Asia 
and Eastern Europe.

It didn’t happen for some time as she 
damaged her knee skiing in her early 
20s and had to have it operated on  sev-
eral times. However, her love for the 
sport and the mountains drew her back 
in to the point of leaving her full-time 
�"���~����������!�����
����
����������
�
lodge at Whakapapa for nine seasons..

While she had gone overseas before, 
����
�	�����
	���
����!����������������
skiing in another country in 2007 when 
she visited Japan. That was followed 
by a trip to British Columbia in Canada 
and a return to Japan to run a ski lodge 
in Hokkaido in 2010/11.

Around that time a friend suggested a 
skiing trip to Russia, Iran and Romania. 
She agreed and to make the trip more 
enjoyable she learnt some Russian. 
They skied in Sochi, Russia, before the 
2014 Winter Olympics were held there. 
She says, “I loved the Russian onion-
domed churches and the ‘Dr Zhivago’ 
atmosphere of the snowy Russian land-
scape”.

Iran was “very hospitable with people 
often wanting to help us as tourists”. 
They did their skiing at Dizin - a fa-
vourite resort of the late Shah of Iran. 
Jude describes Romania as, “Like in the 
movie Narnia with fairy tale houses and 
snow on the trees.”

In 2013 it was the Silk Road starting 
from the Istanbul end and then skiing 
in the ‘Stans’ – Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan. At this point you prob-
ably need a world map in front of you. 
She says, “Some of the skiing facilities 
were rudimentary and you needed to 
take all your equipment with you.” At 
��!����
���������
���������������� �
���
:��������
������������
�%��
�����
�����
to carry wads of bank notes with you.” 

Some of the skiing was ‘mixed’ – with 
quad bikes and horse riding sharing the 
ski piste, not to mention “Young men 
�
������
����
���������
��
�	�������;

They went to Georgia and Armenia 
on the same trip, which Jude found to 
be “ancient, charming with orthodox 
churches a change from the minarets of 
Central Asia.”

It didn’t take Jude long to go back ski-
ing in Japan and then in 2017 to Kurd-
istan, which is a self-governing part of 
Iraq. She says, “We were able to join a 
commercial ski tour company specialis-
ing in trips to unusual destinations.” As 
ISIS was active in the area at the time, 
she had to search world-wide for spe-
cialist insurance to cover her “for ter-
rorism, kidnapping while also providing 
cover for medical evacuation as we were 
ski touring in the backcountry.”

Earlier this year she was in the Cau-
casus region again, including Azerbaijan 
which had recently built a state-of-the 
art ski centre with man-made snow to at-
tract tourists. She says, “We stayed with 
a farming family in a nearby village 
which was a contrast to the very luxuri-
ous resort next door.”

As for 2020, she is thinking of going 
back to Iran and possibly to Turkmeni-
stan and Tajikistan on a non-skiing trip 
where she can take in other aspects of 
the countries.

Jude adds, “The physicality of skiing, 
the pristine environment and the cama-
raderie of people with a common pas-
sion keeps me skiing.

"I've skied all around the world – from 
Kurdistan to Kyrgyzstan, but I always 
come home to Ruapehu."

Copyright: River City Press produces and/

or publishes advertisements strictly on the 

basis that River City Press is entitled to and 

owns the copyright in the advertisement 

so far as the copyright relates to publica-

tion or reproduction for publication in any 

newspaper, magazine or similar periodical 

or to broadcasting of the advertisement. 

Jude Hamblyn skiing in Kazhakstan
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‘If you want to go fast, 
go alone; if you want to 
go far, go together.’  Afri-
can proverb.

The Zonta Club of 
Whanganui wish eve-
ryone a joyful and safe 
Christmas and New Year. 
This season can be so 
stressful for many people 
and as the stress weighs 
more and more heavily it 
can turn to frustration and 
anger. 

Every year we hear the 
awful statistics concern-
ing domestic violence 
- but quoting numbers 
is not helping. Even sto-
ries raise our sympathy 
but are forgotten except 
for those who have lived 
through the experience, 
victims and perpetrators, 
women, men and chil-
dren.

Recent research among 
children tells us they 
want:

±� @� �������� ���� ���
�	�
time with the family.  

±� ^���
��
�� ��������
����
about gifts. Manage their 

Zonta says no to 
domestic violence

expectations and prevent 
disappointment by alert-
ing them to what “Santa” 
�����������

±� ������ ��
�� ���
��!���
season late. 

±� &�� 
�� ���� ���� 	
���� ����
children remember. Chil-
dren remember what they 
did as a family.

We are all children at 
heart. We all want quality 
times with loved ones, not 
to be disappointed, fam-
ily events, traditions, not 
to be left alone or taken 
away. 

Most of you reading this 
are not the folks that need 
to be reached. However, 
YOU can reach out to 
those folks by saying NO 
to Violence and provid-
ing hope to those women, 
children and men, not 
just at Christmas but all 
through the year. 

By passing on this mes-
sage to Whanganui (for a 
start) through the wonder-
ful, creative ways, that 
Whanganui people are 
so good at. By support-

ing service clubs such as 
Zonta and non-govern-
ment agencies. By leading 
the rest of New Zealand 
in the reduction of family 
violence. It only takes one 
small step at a time. 

- Dr Gillian White - On 
behalf of Zonta Club of 
Whanganui

Labour Party annual conference 
in Whanganui - “Friendliest, most 

welcoming conference”
The Labour Party host-

ed its Annual Confer-
ence in Whanganui for 
����������
!��������������
weekend of November.

"We pitched for the 
conference to be held in 
Whanganui as an oppor-
tunity to show Labour's 
commitment to regional 
communities and by 
showcasing the opportu-
nities and facilities avail-
able in New Zealand's 
most beautiful city." said 
Steph Lewis, the Labour 
Party’s candidate for 
Whanganui.

A huge amount of 
work went into pull-
ing together the bid by 
local members including 
then LEC Chair, Tim 
Easton and by Whan-
ganui & Partners. Steph 
says, “There was also a 
considerable amount of 
lobbying that went into it 
at the last annual confer-
ence in Dunedin.” Mayor 
Hamish McDouall also 
made a presentation."

"The conference has 
been a great economic 
boost to our community, 
says Steph. “ Bring-
ing the conference to 
Whanganui was esti-
mated by Whanganui 
and Partners as likely to 
deliver an economic ben-
�������������!!
�
������

$500,000."
Hosting the Confer-

ence took a huge amount 
of work involving local 
party volunteers, Adrian 
Rurawhe, MP for Te Tai 
��
¢
�
����
���
���
����
Whanganui, local Te Tai 
Hauauru members, and 
?���
��������"����@�
large number of lo-
cal organisations were 
also involved including 
Whanganui & Partners, 
Whanganui Events, 
Maori Wardens, Police, 
Neville Gorrie from the 
Grand Hotel, Heritage 

Food Crops Research 
Trust, Mint Cafe, Es-
sence Catering, Seth 
Hapu and local dance 
crew, Aotea Empire, who 
performed for the crowd 
in the Royal Wanganui 
Opera House."

The Conference was 
a great success with 
630 delegates attending 
and 375 attending the 
fundraiser dinner for the 
Whanganui LEC.

Looking back Steph 
says, "The feedback I 
have received on the 
conference has been 

100% positive. People 
have described Whan-
ganui as 'beautiful' 
and a 'hidden gem'. 
Many long time party 
members have com-
mented that this was 
the friendliest, most 
welcoming Conference 
they had ever attended 
- even members of the 
public passing them in 
the street went out of 
their way to make them 
feel welcome. One com-
mented they had never 
felt so looked after by 
the host city."

Labour Party Annual Conference held in Whanganui recently. 
Photo courtesy of Frank Gibson

Golf 
results
Tawhero 9 Hole Golf 

Results 10/12/19 
Munro Rosebowl Sta-

bleford Rd 2: Divi-
sion 1 Combined: Sam 
McGregor 23 on c/b from 
Ray Rahui, Joan Shore 21 
on c/b from Dave John-
ston, Kaye How 18.

Division 2 Combined: 
Brian Quinn 23, Patrick 
�$?����� ���� +���� ������
21 on c/b from Jean Walsh.

Two: Sam McGregor 
– 7th Hole.
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Birthright will be distributing gifts to 
children of solo parents/carers

Each year Birthright 
appeals to the public to 
donate new, unwrapped 
gifts for children aged 
from babies to 12 years 
of age. These can be left 
��������
����
	����"������
244 Victoria Ave or at the 
Whanganui Chronicle. 
Birthright says, “We are 
getting a good response, 
including from busi-
�������;���������������
for bringing them in is 
Thursday, December 12.

Birthright has asked its 
clients – the parents/carer 
– to register their children 
and to suggest what the 
children are interested in. 
�
����
	������������������
the children and can work 
out what would appeal, 
whether it is a unicorn or 
a Barbie.

The parents/carers will 
come in on Thursday/
Friday, December 17/18 
to collect their bags, wrap 
the presents up at home 

and give them out on 
Christmas Day. 

Birthright tries to 
include an outdoor fam-
ily game in the package 
and also a book for the 
children.

Any surplus durable 
presents can be stored but 
limited life items such as 

bubbles and play dough 
will be given out.

This year 112 chil-
dren will be receiving 

Christmas gifts from a 
generous Whanganui 
community through 
Birthright. 

Local walks and tramps around the area
Weather in Whanganui is 

generally good over sum-
mer, but take water, sun 
protection and a jacket no 
matter what.

Five key steps will help 
keep you safe outdoors: 
* Plan Your Trip * Tell 
Someone Your Plans * Be 
Aware of the Weather * 
Know Your Limits * Take 
�
"�
�����
���
���

These steps make up the 
Outdoor Safety Code. This 
code applies to all outdoor 
activities regardless of the 
level of intensity. Each of 

these steps can help you to 
be prepared for what you 
might encounter in the out-
doors.

Get heaps of important 
tips, including more in-
formation about each of 
the steps in the Outdoor 
Safety Code, in the MSC 
Get Outdoors video series. 
#MakeItHomeNZ

Whanganui area walks/
tramps:

* Bushy Park: Great 
young family day out in the 
bush, it’s an eco-sanctuary - 

http://www.bushypark-

sanctuary.org.nz/ 
* Waitahinga Trails: Kid 

friendly walking tracks - 
http://www.waitotara.co.nz/
waitahinga.htm 

* Atene Skyline Track: Is 
a great trip, wear good foot-
wear, there's a few steep 
areas and check the track 
conditions to see if it’s open 
before you go. Not recom-
mended for small children. 
Take a jacket for exposed 
areas. There might not be 
cellphone reception in some 
parts so tell someone your 
plans. 

* Any tracks or adven-
tures near the Whanganui 
River - Always take a jacket 
as the weather changes up 
the river 

* Araheke Mountain 
Bike Park - Awesome lake 
to look at, only grade 2 so 
a brilliant place to get out 
for a ride -http://wanganui-
mountainbikeclub.co.nz/
lake-wiritoa/ 

* Virginia Lake is good 
for the kids to get out 

* Kai Iwi Beach - at low 
tide you can do this walk 
along the beach - https://
www.visitwhanganui.nz/
walking-and-cycling-in-
whanganui/ 

* Atene skyline trail.
Plus more tracks here: 

Walks on Walking Access 
Commission - 

https://www.walkingac-
cess.govt.nz/find-my-ad-
venture/#/region/manawa-
tu-wanganui

- Terri Rosenstock, NZ 
Mountain Safety Council

Waitahinga dam - For an ideal day walk, take the Okehu ridge trail that leaves from the big signpost. 
Have a snack at Croppers Clearing then take Tom's track down to the Waitahinga Dam. Have lunch 

here, then head back along Harry's track until you hit the Okehu ridge track again. You can choose to 
follow this all the way back to the car park, or partway along it, take the Pines' trail. This takes you to 

the Quarry Road and past the entrance to the Chicken Run trail as you return to the car park

Wishing all our readers 
and advertisers a very 

Merry Christmas
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Model Railway Christmas 
show this weekend

The Wanganui Model 
Railway & Engineer-
ing Society is having a 
Christmas show from 
Friday, December 13 
from 6pm to 9pm and on 

Model railway Christmas theme

Saturday and Sunday, De-
cember 14/15 from 1pm 
to 4pm. It is at their clu-
brooms, 70a Alma Road 
and entry is only $2.

The clubrooms have a 

large permanent layout 
and at the show four or 
���� ����!��
���� �
��� ���
operating simultaneously, 
while there will be an-
other six or seven smaller 
systems also operat-
ing. The layouts will be 
Christmas themed. There 
will also be a display of 
model engineering items.

Membership of the 
club is around 24 with 
about eight “real keen 
types, full time,” said 
spokesperson Paul, who 
is probably one of those. 
To get involved in model 
railways, you can start 
budget wise with up to 
$200 for a locomotive but 
if your passion for model 
railways gets away with 
you, “you could pay tens 
of thousands of.” Some 
enthusiasts build their 
own locomotives.

The youngest member 
is 10 or 11, but he does 
have the advantage of be-
ing the nephew of the for-
mer president. However, 
the fascination for model 
railways covers all age 
groups. 

Does your dog want a photo with Santa?

Trafalgar Centre is of-
fering the chance for your 
dog, and perhaps yourself, 
to have a photo with Santa. 
��� ���� ���� ����� ���� �����
the biggest hit on their Fa-
cebook. Someone is even 
coming from Palmerston 
North with their dog.  It 
was available only on one 
evening, last night - at this 
stage. However, if there is 
enough interest, another 
night will be held. 

You need to phone An-
nette on 027 251 9302 to 
make your booking. Pho-
tos are priced from $30.

However, if you don’t 
have a dog, or prefer to 
have your children have 
their photo taken with 
Santa, there are many 
more opportunities. An-
nette will start taking 
photos from Saturday, 
December 14 through to 
December 24, but she says 
“the earlier you come in 
the better.” No appoint-
ments necessary and it 
doesn’t take long. Check 
the Trafalgar Centre Face-
book for more details.

Prices start at $10 for a 
6 by 4.

Santa with police-
man, Caleb and his 

dog
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Operation Shoebox provides 
Christmas gifts through Jigsaw
Brent and Maria Law-

less were introduced to 
the idea of ‘Operation 
Shoebox’ by a friend and 
after helping her set it up 
four years ago, have been 
doing it ever since. 

It works as follows: You 
buy a new present, wrap 

��
�������
������
�������	��
sex etc. on a label avail-
able at Wanganui Toyota, 
Guyton Street and leave 
them there by 13 Decem-
ber. You can arrange for 
the present to be picked 
up. You can also get gift 
idea sheets in case you are 
not too sure.

The presents will be 
handed over to Jigsaw 
Whanganui and they will 
distribute them to their 
clients and their families. 
Brent says, “We chose 
Jigsaw because they work 
with families as a unit.”

You can also donate 
cash. Brent and Maria 
will go out and buy pre-
sents with the money and 
add them to the collec-
tion. Last year donations 
covered 40 shoeboxes 
of presents. Companies 
can get involved and if 
they donate 10 or more, 
their logo will be added 
�������%�������������
���
“A woman came in from 
Central Baptist with 30 
boxes.”

As for the shoeboxes 
– most of them were 
donated by Footloose and 
Posh Comfort.

Last year the goal was 
�����������������'������
��
������
��������������
and Maria would love a 
similar result this year.

RSA’s Women Section celebrates 
with Christmas morning tea

The Women’s Section of the RSA has been operating 
�
�����©����!���
�	��������!���������[����������#�-
cember 11 they celebrated at Club Metro with a Christ-
mas morning tea complete with Christmas cake as well 
as entertainment. President, Elaine Loveridge says, “It 
is a friendship activity and newcomers are always wel-
come.” You can contact her on 345 8090.

"�!���������-������������V������)�����&

Only 1 more 
paper until 
Christmas!

Book your 
advertising now.

River City Press
rivercitypress@xtra.co.nz

Ph. 345 3666 
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Councillor Josh Chandalal-MacKay getting into 
the spirit of Christmas

Brass Wanganui trumpet player leads the parade along with a resident

Retirement home celebrates with 
own Christmas Parade

Kowhainui’s annual 
Christmas Parade must 
be a highlight of the sea-
son for many residents, 
�������������
�
�������
judging by all the work 
�����	����
��������
!���
and Christmas items.

The Parade is always 
�����������
!�����������
and this year a resident 
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followed by Whanganui 
�������>�#�����@����!��
��
��������������
��=�
�-
ferently.’ Josh Chandalal-
������������������
��
would also have been 
������������
�����&�
���
Christmas Parade.

@��������!�������������-
idents there was also Fire 
����
�������������������
	��
������������������
and friendly dogs.

Other residents lined the 
����
���������������������
���������������������!�
were treated to a sausage 
sizzle and refreshments.

Temporary service change: 
Taihape to Whanganui

Horizons Regional 
��
��
�$���
������
���
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��������[���-
	��
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2019. 
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holidays in January 
and February falling on 
��
��������������
�����
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will now run on Friday 
����\���
���
�
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��-
day the 2nd, the day af-
ter New Year’s day. The 
����
��������
����
���
now run on Friday the 
7th in lieu of Thursday 
�������
���
��[�
���	
�
Day. 
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falling on a Thursday, it 
would have translated 
into two months without 
������
��������[���-
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for two months only - 
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horizons.govt.nz. 
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Caring for our seniors these holidays
There is a lot of pres-

sure on people to enjoy 
themselves during the 
holidays. The reality, 
however, is that many 
people feel increasingly 
isolated and unhappy 
during this season of 
goodwill  and elders 
can have an especially 
hard time.

While aging can bring 
wisdom and experi-
ence, there are inevita-
ble losses that even the 
healthiest seniors face. 
Loved ones and friends 
fall ill and pass away. 
Energy and mobility 
levels often decrease, 
resulting in feelings 
of lost independence 
and opportunities. 
Neighborhoods change 
over time, leaving even 
those well enough 

to remain in their own 
homes feeling lonely. The 
focus on family, friends 
and togetherness dur-
ing this time of year can 
actually bring melancholy 
feelings to the forefront.

If you believe that your 
parent, spouse, friend or 
neighbor may be de-
pressed, there are steps 
that you can take to help 
lift their spirits. You are 
probably busy with your 
own holiday preparations, 
but it’s important to re-
member what the holiday 
season is truly about. 
Simplifying some of 
your plans will allow you 
to focus on what really 
matters: the important 
people in your life. Use 
these ideas to brighten 
up a loved one’s holiday 
season.

Tips to Enhance 
a Senior’s Holiday 
Experience:

1. Make a point of 
actively listening when 
they want to talk, even if 
the discussion is negative. 
An honest and empathetic 
conversation can help 
them process what is 
bothering them, whether 
they are mourning a loss 
or coming to terms with 
new challenges in their 
life. It may also reveal 
why they are feeling 
down and help you devise 
other ways to lift their 
spirits.

2. Remind them how 
important they are as a 
part of your life, your 
family members’ lives 
and these annual holiday 
celebrations. They may 

feel useless or burden-
some if they cannot 
contribute to, or fully 
participate in the festivi-
ties like they used to. En-
courage them to do what 
they are capable of and be 
especially careful not to 
act like what you do for 
them is a duty. Show them 
they are loved.

3. If a senior is in a 
long-term care facility, 
check with the activi-
ties director and local 
schools or extracurricular 
programs to see if they 
can arrange for children 
to visit with, or even 
perform, for the resi-
dents. New activities and 
interactions with younger 
generations can be very 
uplifting for an elder who 
is in physical or emotion-
al pain. If possible, take 
the senior out to school 
programs and games, 
especially if they feature 
younger family members.

4. Cook traditional 
baked goods or treats with 

your loved one, if pos-
sible. If they reside in an 
assisted living facility or 
nursing home, bring treats 
on your visits for your 
elder to enjoy and share 
with their friends.

5. The most important 
thing you can do with a 
senior to make them feel 
loved and included this 
season, is to spend time 
with them. Look at family 
photos, watch home vid-

eos or holiday movies, 
listen to seasonal music, 
or do crafts together. 
Regardless of what you 
decide to do together, 
any time you can spare is 
a precious gift.

Are you feeling that 
you spend too much 
time on your own? 
Maybe you can’t get 
out much these days 
and would enjoy com-
pany, a chance to chat 
and share an interest? 
Are you also over 65, 
unable to drive, living 
alone, without local 
family and with frail 
health? 

Age Concern Whan-
ganui has an Accred-
ited Visiting Service. 
The service has caring 
volunteers who are 
keen to spend time 
with an older person. 
Many of them are older 

Are you a little lonely?
people. Our volunteers 
visit their special per-
son for about an hour 
each week. They tell 
us that they enjoy the 
opportunity to get to 
know someone and that 
����������������������
from the experience.

A regular visit is 
something to look for-
ward to. Our co-ordi-
nator, Clare Fearnley, 
can match you with a 
volunteer who shares 
your interests and who 

would like to get to 
�������
��[�$�������
the right visitor, the 
right company - for 
you. Having a visitor 
����!������������
���-
ence. 

If you or someone 
you know would like 
to know more about 
having a visitor, sim-
ply call us on 06 345 
1799 or pop into our 
centre at 164 St Hill 
St 9-3.30pm for more 
information.
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Marton Country Music Festival 
anticipated to be ‘the best one yet’
If you are a country 

music fan or just a live 
music fan, the Marton 
Country Music Festival 
is the must-see event of 
the summer. The festival 
will be taking place from 
17 to 19 January at Sir 
James Wilson Park in 
Marton and this year is 
set to be the best to date.

Currently in its 16th 
year, the festival has 
grown from strength to 
strength and is now one 
of the most anticipated 
Country events around 
and a huge event for 
Marton and the Rangi-
tikei District. 

The Festival is a 
�����������������
������
community purposes to 
encourage and promote 
Country Music and local 
artists, as well as family 
participation. It is an 
event which is attended 
by all age groups and 
ethnicities. The organis-
ers and helpers are all 
volunteers. It is a top of 
the line event with a very 
professional presentation.

People arrive from all 
over New Zealand and 
the world. A very large 
contingent of Motor 
Homers make it a very 
important event on their 
calendar for the year. 
The event brings many 
people to Marton and the 
surrounding area.

The festival will once 

again feature a stellar 
line-up of artists, with this 
year being a very special 
New Zealand Showcase 
line up.

Marian Burns is one 
of New Zealand’s most 
iconic entertainers, having 
shared the stage with the 
likes of Ricky Skaggs 
and The Topp Twins. She 
has played to audiences 
numbering over 100,000 
at Coca Cola’s Christmas 
in the Park. Marian has 
recently been named as 
an Awarded Member of 
the New Zealand Order of 
Merit for her services to 
Music. 

Coopers Run is one of 
the main acts this year 
- Coopers Run were the 
�����������
�
¬������������

on the Country Music 
@����
��
��¬��+������
Artist Party in Nashville 
Tennessee! The event 
was viewed by over 40 
million people and they 
were backed by legendary 
singer/songwriter, Pam 
�
��
�¬������

Coopers Run have 
�����������+������!�-
������+��!!��������
�
��
�	��?�����������
Rogers, LeAnn Rimes 
& Scotty McCreery. The 
pair is two time NCMA 
#
��+��
���������������
They have completed 
���
�������
�������
�����
tour in June last year.

The Festival is a great 
chance to experience the 
strongest voices in the 
New Zealand Country 

Music scene and be-
yond. There’s open mic 
sessions, singalongs and 
more, so bring the kids 
for some good family and 
community fun!

The Marton Country 
Music Festival  is a 
friendly and welcoming 
event for all music lovers; 
it is a gathering of country 
music enthusiasts to share 
a weekend listening to 
and enjoying live country 
music. 

As we move to our 
16th year the enthusiasm 
grows even larger.  See 
you there! – More infor-
mation and a list of Artists 
can be found at http://
martonfestival.nz.

- John de Burgh
����
�	�
��������
����­

Part of the crowd at last year’s event

Calling young artists for free mural 
workshop in January

The Whanganui Resource Recovery 
Centre is calling for keen young artists 
(9 years and over), who would like to 
create murals of local iconic buildings, 
to join a mural workshop.

This is a chance to join artist, Esther 
Topfer, at the Whanganui Resource Re-
covery Centre (WRRC) during the week 
6th to 10th January, from 10.30am to 
2.30pm daily.

This January workshop follows a very 

The Sculpture Garden at the WRRC
successful workshop held in July, during 
which young artists created art works for 
������
���
���+�������������[^^���������
workshops have been funded by grants 
from Whanganui Creative Communities.

January workshop attendees will make 
large murals to brighten up the fence, 
using bottle tops, bamboo and other re-
purposed resources.

For further details and to register phone 
Esther on 022 523 4987.
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River City Golf at Tawhero making steady progress
Ray and Bonnie 

bought the River City 

Golf Course at Tawhero 

Ray, owner of River City Golf

nearly 18 months ago 

and have made steady 

progress in bringing it 

up to a high standard. 

A big problem is the 

Cape Daisy weed. Ray 

says, “We sprayed it 

before summer and got 

it under control but it 

loves warm, wet, damp 

conditions and has come 

back. So we are spraying 

it monthly.”

The shop is now full 

of stock with golf clubs 

and accessories. The old 

hire sets have been sold 

�����������������
���

better quality sets. The 

greens equipment has 

also been upgraded and 

there is a new fairway 

mower. The driving 

range has received their 

attention as well with 

new mats and a general 

fresh up. 

The owners have im-

plemented a 9-hole soc-
cer golf layout and have 

reasonably priced green 

fee summer member-

ships available.

Ray found an old sign 

from the days when the 

course was a council 

owned facility. He has 

restored it and hung it 

up at the entrance to the 

shop.

Prices have remained 

the same with only a 

small increase for the 

18-hole group of play-

ers.

It has been hard work 

with both Ray and 

Bonnie working seven 

days a week. But the 

satisfaction of an im-

proving golf course and 

the positive feedback 

received from everyone 

has made it worthwhile.

Only 1 more paper
 until Christmas!

Book your advertising now - River City Press
email: rivercitypress@xtra.co.nz

Ph. 345 3666 
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MOTORS

STUMP GRINDING CARPET CLEAN

FIREWOOD / LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES

WHITEWARE

HANDCRAFTS ELECTROPLATING

‘Sort It Out’ expands range and includes local products
Rose Stokes set up 

‘Sort It Out Landscape 

Supplies’ at 19 Rakau 

�����������
���^�����

19 months ago and 

the business is thriv-

ing. They stock a large 

range of landscape 

�
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���
�
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gardening needs. Rose 


�������
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Tracey and Doug.

The range of products 

��������������
�������-

tal of 26 bulk bin prod-

ucts available. Recent 

additions include Large 

Bark Nuggets and Bark 

�
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stocks complementary 
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non-slip and square pav-

�������
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Iron garden art work and 

Louise Herman mosaics 

– all made locally.

Although it is now 

�
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�����������

time to stock up on 

�������������
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Sort It Out has mac and 

�
���'���������������	��

and delivered free with 

the city limits when 

purchased by the cubic 

!��������������
�����
��

days a week meeting a 

growing demand from 

customers. They also 

have a range of courtesy 

trailers available. Sort 

&���
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����[&4����-

proved supplier.  
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Sort It Out charges by 

the scoop which is 250 

litres or ¼ cube.
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public holidays from 

©�!����\�!�

Rose with some of the products available at Sort It Out
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Sudoku

Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9.

All puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz
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REVIEW: Cinders, the True Story - Repertory Theatre

- Written by David Tim-
mins, Directed by Ashlyn 
Morris, Repertory Thea-
tre.

Leave your inhibitions 
at the door and take your 
inner child to make the 
most of Whanganui Rep’s 
Christmas pantomime 
‘Cinders, the True Sto-
ry’. Despite the modern-
sounding title, it’s the tra-
ditional Cinderella story, 
albeit with a few modern 
touches and local jokes.

This production starts as 
it means to go on with a 
glittery fairy godmother 
who acts as commenta-
tor as well as managing 
all the usual fairy god-
mother tricks. Ashlyn 
Morris, also the director, 
thoroughly enjoys herself 
in the role, encouraging 
boos and groans when 
needed. 

She has some competi-
tion in producing Cinder’s 
������
�������!��
���������
��������� ����~�� [�
	-
glesworth, who is secretly 
in love with Cinderella. 
������
�������� �
�����$�
�����!��
�	� ������� ����
destroyed by Dotty and 
Spotty, the ugly sisters, 

�� ���
�� ������� ��� ������
���� ������� ��
�� *���
�����

and Mikayla Walker enjoy 
themselves being suitably 
mean and nasty to their 
stepsister as well as to each 
other.

Toni Adams makes a 
charming Cinderella with 
a positive outlook on the 
world and makes the audi-
ence believe in fairy god-
mothers and true love, but 
is also pert and feisty and 
a thoroughly modern Miss 
when required. 

Writer, David Timmins, 
has raided the Christmas 
cracker factory for the ter-
�
���� ~����� �
������ ������
Cinders to cheer her up 
early on and the audience 
should come prepared with 
a joke to help. The best one 
might even get a prize.

*����� ����
�
��� �
�������
���� *�
���� 
�� ������� ��� ��
female, in this case Grace 
Trillo, whose ambition is 
����������
���������
	�����
is determined not be taken 

�������������!
�	������-
ess Hardup. The main role 
of the principal boy in pan-
tomime is to look good and 
be romantic, which Grace 
Trillo does well, but the 
*�
���������������!��	�����
backchat scenes with the 
delightful Dandini, bril-
liantly played by  eight-

year-old Campbell Wilkins 
who, although a little hard 
to hear at times, was excel-
������������*�
���$����������

Chris Stedman as Cinder-
ella’s father, the much put-

��������������
�����
�	��
a solid presence to the role 
and gained the biggest 
laugh of the night when he 
������� ���� ���
	�� ��� ��-
ing the henpecked husband 
�����
��������������������-
oness, played to perfection 
by  Cathy Gribble, who 
relishes her role as the con-
niving stepmother. She is a 
delight as an over-the-top 
pantomime villain.

The cast communicated 
their enthusiasm to the au-
dience for this traditional 
pre-Christmas treat, with 
the simple sets allowing 
the audience to focus on 
the story.

Cinders runs until Sun-
day with performances at 
��\���!����
	���������
����
and matinees on the week-
end. Tickets are available 
from the Opera House or 
at the door. In the spirit of 
Christmas, audience mem-
bers are also asked to do-
nate a personal care prod-
uct for City Mission food 
parcels.

- Dick Ward

Ashlyn Morris director/Fairy Godmother with Campbell Wilkins as Dandini

Climate change on agenda for workshop
��������� ���!� [���	��

� #
���
��� ��
��
�$�� ��!!
-

nity engagement on climate change has been reviewed and 
the Mayor and Councillors will meet in January 2020 to 
discuss the feedback and the development of a Climate 
Change Strategy and Action plan.

Whanganui District Council’s General Manager Strat-
�	�������������@�!����������:��������@
	
�����������-
ber this year we were out and about listening to the com-
munity’s ideas on climate change. We gave people a wide 
range of ways to respond to us – whether it was attending 
a public meeting, completing a survey online or posting 
feedback into suggestion boxes based at libraries – and we 
heard from about 250 members of the community.

“The feedback has provided us with rich information 
about our community’s views on climate change and the 

role the community would like the Council to play in this 
area,” Charlotte Almond says.

As part of this process the Council is meeting with rep-
��������
�������������
�
��������
�������������@���¢��
�
perspective could inform the Council’s Climate Change 
Strategy work. A Regional Climate Change Collaboration 
Group has also been established and is meeting regularly 
to ensure that work being undertaken within the Horizons 
catchment area in response to climate change, is well co-
ordinated. 

“The upcoming workshop for elected members is a key 
step in the process towards developing a cohesive Cli-
mate Change Strategy that will factor climate change into 
all aspects of the Council’s decision-making,” Charlotte 
Almond says. 
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Only 1 more
paper until 
Christmas!

Book your advertising now.
email: 

rivercitypress@xtra.co.nz
Phone 345 3666

The Raetihi Christmas Festival 
- it’s only a slip away

The Raetihi Christmas 
Festival is on this Satur-
day, December 14 and 
Raetihi is again looking 
forward to welcom-
ing the community of 
Raetihi along with the 
wider Waimarino com-
munity and all visitors.

The slip on State 
Highway 4 meant the 
town found itself with 
potential loss of through 
���"���������
������
decided that this year’s 
event will be the biggest 
yet so that the town has 
something positive to 
look forward to. It will 
run from 10am, when 
the market stalls open, 
through to 7pm when 
the live stage closes.

The stage will be on 
the grass area alongside 
coach café giving people 
a space where spectators 
can sit, relax, chill and 
listen to the bands from 
the Sound Present Stage.

There will be plenty of 
Market stalls; 11 stalls 
providing a range of 
food items as well as a 
mini fairground area, 
with three fairground 
games including the 
drench stool, a bouncy 
castle, with popcorn, 
������%��������@!��
-

can style hot dogs.
‘Raetihi Santa”, will be 

in the Grotto at various 
times through the day, 
with the Grotto posi-
tioned in the Commu-
nity Space, besides the 
fairground.

@��������
�
�����
��
year, besides the library, 
will be a car show. This 
is a chance to admire 
some cool wheels, race 
cars, muscle cars, stock 
cars and sweet looking 
bikes.

 The ‘Giant Christmas 
^�_�$��
���������#���!-
ber when it will be drawn 
at the Raetihi Cosmo-
politan Club. The major 
��
���
������;�%����������
Samsung TV - value of 
��\���

Local schools are 
organising the children’s 
‘Recycling for Christ-
mas” competition for 
something relating to 
Christmas made from 
recycled materials.

The Parade starts 
���\�\��!�������������
Waimarino Junior brass 
band.

@����\��!��
�������
invited to have a water 
�	����������
�	���
����-
ter guns, squeezy bottles, 
or whatever.

Searching questions for NZTA 
and the Government

- Cr Helen Craig
&$!����������������4��@������

expressed commitment to repairing 
the large slip at Matahiwi and other 
areas on the Parapara SH4. How-
ever, there has been systemic delays 
and lack of maintenance for years. 
This community needs more assur-
ances that this vital link receives the 
appropriate level of funding, not just 
now, but into the future. 

4��@���������
�	�������	��
������
Council on Tuesday, December 10, 
following my lobbying for many 
months. Unfortunately I cannot 
attend, but the following questions 
will be asked on my behalf. I’m sure 
4��@�������
�	����
���������
��
������
Government funding this vital route 
adequately? Since they are soon to 
announce more funding for infra-
structure, we need to know that our 
District counts!

The Railway Bridge Walkway is in 
a poor state and will close shortly. 
Our community really needs this 
link across the river.  With Govern-
ment emphasizing the need for more 
walking and cycling tracks, safety 
and reducing carbon emissions, this 
existing link should be a priority to 
repair otherwise its likely to close 
due to its poor state of repair.  What 
are the plans to fund this?

���������4��@���
��
�
��������-
ing on NZ roads and what priority 
is SH4 Parapara?  How does this 
�����
����
��������������
�	�������
prioritizing of general repairs and 
maintenance and secondly emergen-
cy repairs following slip damage.

There are currently 5 major slips 
on the Parapara. The most recent 
resulted in the total loss of the road. 
The other 4 slips have resulted in 
single lane stretches controlled by 
���"���
	����������������������������
a number of years, in some cases 
�
����������@����������!!
�����
to fully reinstating the road to two 
�����������������������!������

The road is also showing wear and 
tear all along the route that appears 
to indicate the road overall, is in 
poor condition and further slips and 
����
���������������������@��������
committed to a full maintenance 
programme?

Why has the Parapara not been 
kept in better condition and why 
have these long-term slips not been 

����
������[�������4��@������
����
assessed repair solutions for the 4 
slips up to this point? If they had, 
work could start immediately on these 
stretches. Instead teams are starting on 
other areas whilst these areas are still 
assessed. In the case of the Upokonga-
ro slip which occurred 4-5 years ago, 
��������
����������
�����	��������
������
agreement with the property owners so 
that repairs could begin.

4��@��������
�����������������
��-
itising the Parapara. Can they give this 
community an assurance that the entire 
Parapara will remain a priority road 
until all slips have been fully repaired 
and regular maintenance and preventa-
tive maintenance is programmed into 
the route.

[�����
���4��@���������
��
��
meeting in the Whanganui District, to 
answer the questions and hear con-
cerns from users of the road, especially 
farmers, tourism and transport opera-
tors? 

What progress is being made to 
rectify the Matahiwi slip south of 
^���
�
�������������
�����������4��@�
provide regarding the safety of the 
temporary route being proposed?

What in-depth studies are being 
undertaken to assess the increasing 
damage to national and local roads 
by “Heavy” vehicles, particularly 
the likely increase in logging trucks.  
[�������
�
����������
����
�������
���
��
��
�������
����
�������@^��
��
���
(currently only 61%), to assist in main-
taining local roads?

#����4��@����������������������-
pertise to manage and understand the 
unique nature of the Parapara and how 
best to maintain and prevent future 
damage due to trucking, slash damage 
to the river sides and weather events?
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This tranquil space offers a unique 
setting for smaller funerals. Warm sun 
and beautiful flowers create a special, 
memorable farewell. Arrange a visit 
today and meet our friendly team.

Intimate Garden Courtyard Funerals
This tranquil space offers a unique 
setting for smaller funerals. Warm sun
and beautiful flowers create a special,
memorable farewell. Arrange a visit 
today and meet our friendly team.y y

I  d dd lIIIInnnnttttiiiimmmmmaaaaaattteee GGGGaaaaarrrrrdddddeeennn CCCooouuurrrrtttyyyaaarrrdddd FFFFFuuuunnnnnneeeeeerrrrrrraaaaaaaallllllsssssss

Health Minister visits preschool that offers 
wrap-around services to families

From the left: Linda Ireton, Principal Keith Street School, Zoe Young, Resource Teacher of Learning 
and Development, Steph, Trish Silk Clinical Nurse Manager Pediatrics at the DHB, Hon David Clark, 

Marie Butterini from Love and Learn and Tim Easton 

During the Labour Party 
Conference in Whan-
ganui, Health Minister Dr 
Hon David Clark, Labour 
Whanganui candidate, 
Steph Lewis and local 
member, Tim Easton, met 
with representatives of 
Win1000 at Live & Learn 
early childhood centre to 
discuss the opportunities 
to support young children 
in Whanganui.

Win1000 stands for 
Whanganui Interagency 
Network and the 1,000 
��������������������������
days of a child's life 
because those are the 
most crucial to a child's 
development. The group 
includes Whanganui 
District Health Board; 
Whanganui Regional 
Health Network; Whan-
ganui District Council; 
Te Puna Matauranga o 
Whanganui; Ministry of 
Education; representa-
tion from all education 
sectors; Oranga Tamariki; 
Infant, Child, Adolescent, 
Mental Health and Ad-
diction Services; Jigsaw 
Whanganui; and NGOs.

"The early years of a 
child's life are the most 
important. That is why the 
Government has invested 
in the family’s package 
including a Best Start 
payment of $60 a week 
����������������������������
a child's life, gave ECE 
��������������������������

funding rate increase in 
a decade and increased 
funding to Oranga Tama-
riki to support vulnerable 
children"  said Steph 
Lewis.

"It was great to return 
to Live and Learn and see 
the progress that Marie 
and her team have made 
since I last visited two 

years ago to bring agen-
cies together to provide 
wrap around services to 
families with children 
there. This sort of col-
laboration is exactly what 
we need to ensure every 
child gets the best start in 
life." 

"It was a great opportu-
nity for Minister Clark to 

hear about the challenges 
they face and opportuni-
ties moving forward. It 
was also a chance for 
him to talk to some of 
the members of Win1000 
about what opportunities 
there were for funding to 
support the work they are 
doing such as funding the 
Government has made 

available for mental 
health services."

The group was able to 
see how Live and Learn 
is using their facilities 
to reach out into the 
community including 
planting community gar-
dens, the satellite library 
and running skills-based 
workshops for families.

Confessions of a 
Bookseller - Shaun 
Bythell 

Shaun is the owner of 
The Bookshop in Wig-
town. The Diary of a 
Bookseller introduced 
us to the joys and frus-
trations of a life lived 
in books. Sardonic and 
sympathetic in equal 
measure, Confessions 
of a Bookseller will 
reunite readers with 
the characters they've 
come to know and 
love.

The Shape of Night 
– Tess Gerritsen

A woman trying 
to outrun her past is 
drawn to a quiet coastal 
town in Maine and to 
a string of unsolved 
murders, in this haunt-
ing tale of romantic 
suspense.

Rachel Hunter's 
Tour of Beauty - with 
Emma Clifton 

Over the course of 
a life changing year, 
supermodel Rachel 
Hunter, was given the 
challenge of looking at 
�����
���������
���
���
around the world de-
��������
����������
���
and wellness. Tour 
of Beauty is also an 
award-winning televi-
sion show that has now 
been broadcast in over 
140 countries around 
the world.

Postscript – Cecelia 
Ahern

It's been 7 years 
since Holly’s husband 
died – 6 years since 
����������
���������������

�	
�	��������������
the courage to forge a 
new life. Holly begins 
a relationship with the 
PS, I Love You Club 
and each of these peo-
ple calls upon Holly 
to help them leave 
something meaning-
ful behind for their 
loved ones. She will 
embark on a remark-

able journey – one that 
will challenge her to ask 
whether embracing the 
future means betray-
ing the past and what it 
means to love someone 
forever.

These books are avail-
able at all good book-
stores, and of course, 
Whanganui District 
Library!

Sadly passed away recently...
Herbert George (George) CANTRICK, aged 84 years on 7 December, 2019.

Richard Harrington Noel DENCH, aged 76 years, on 18 November 2019.

Victor Pereira SILVEIRA, aged 59 years, on 28 November, 2019.

Adrian Mark Tawaroa TAKIARI, on 4 December, 2019.

Joyce THOMAS, aged 95 years on 7 December, 2019.

Christine (nee Raupita) WALLACE, aged 63 years  on 5 December, 2019.

Jean Elizabeth (formerly Whitaker) WILLIAMSON, aged 91 years, on 10 December, 2019.

Lynette Clare WILSON, aged 64 years, on 6 December 2019.
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TRADES AND SERVICES

FRUIT &
PRODUCE

DVD movies. I buy DVD’s. also 
books and music CD’s and vinyl 
LP records. Buyer will call. 
Bookman Ph 021 02895342.
ELECTRIC stoves. Any con-
�
��������������
���
���*������
���\���]��\�����������\�����

GINZA. Always buying, al-
ways selling. Good used fur-
niture, antiques, china and col-
lectables. Call Ginza 345 3154.
VINYL records. Any condition, 
any genre. Collections. Phone 
�
!�����]��\������

WORK  
WANTED

WANTED TO
BUY

FRESH vegetables available, 
�������
�������� ��
����� ����
Saturdays. Laugeson’s Gar-
dens, Westmere Road.

SITUATIONS 
VACANT

GET ��
�� ��� �����
��­� *�!-
������#
���
�
�
������

������
-
able runners to deliver RCP 
���� �����
���� �������
������
only - rain, hail or shine. Must 
be reliable and honest. Phone 
�
������\�\�����������]�����
2010.

TO LET
FLATTING� ���� ������
����
���� �� ��������� ���
��� [��!��
comfortable, self-contained 
������
������
�������*����������
��]������©������X����\���]��]��
�����������������������

CLASS-5 #�
������[�^����
����
������
!�� ��� ���������� *�����
��]���������

HOME maintenance and shift-

�	����
���������
���	�����
�	��
lawnmowing, water-blasting, 
���
�� �����
�	�� �����
����
�	��
Anything considered. Ph Ray 
��]����]����
LAWN mowing, gardening. 
�!������������
�����̂ 
�	��������
mow tomorrow. No Bull. Phone 
Bill 345 0120.

MOBILITY Scooters. Sales, 
����
���� ����
��� ������� �����-
���
���� ��������� ��!���� �����
+���!�� ���� ��©����� ��� X����
\�]��©�]�
STUMP Grinding, lawnmow-

�	�� ����
��� �����
�	�� ������ ���
obligation quote. Clean and 
�
��� ?���!��
�	�� *�����
344 2441.

FOR RENT
FREE electricity. Secure, quiet, 
friendly furnished flats and 
caravans. Bignell Street Motel 
& Caravan Park. Ph. 0800 
�����\��

WHANGANUI News On-
line. Over 12,000 users. www.
����	��

�������� ��� ���� 
��
and others at www.onlineser-
vices.nz. Just click the wanted 
site.

ONLINE
SERVICES

DECKS, gates, trellis, fencing 
���	����������~�����4��~�������
small. Yardiez Maintenance. 
���
��� ��]��\©\©��� +
��� 
��
a call.
FENCES, gates, trellis, decks 
and more. Satisfaction assured. 
���
�����]©\������

TRADES &
SERVICES

ADULT 
ENTERTAINMENT
MAN to man massage. A mas-
culine built guy offering full 
����� �������
�
�� ����� �
��
��
massage. Quality service. Phone 
^�����`�������©�����

RCP CLASSIFIEDS - 19,000 copies delivered throughout Wanganui, Ratana, Whangaehu & Turakina

RCP  - the 
good news 

paper. 

PROPERTIES 
FOR SALE

SITUATION VACANT

FOR  SALE

Episode 9: A lucky escape for young Tommy

Whimsical tales of old Wanganui
- By Murray Crawford
&�� �
�� ����
�
�� ��
�����

�����
�����!���@��
������
������ ���� ���!��� �����
�-
tor of the Carbine Stables 
having succumbed to “a 
severe illness”.

��
�� ���
��� ��	��� �
���
@��
��� ��� �� ���!
�
�	�
��
�	� ����������
�� ����
would become one of our 
����¬�� ����� !����� ���
����
owners and one who test-

��� ���� ����� �
���� X���� ����
constabulary's ability to en-
������ ���!����� ���
�� �
!
����
But what about the even 
��
�	������!���@��
���

It is very likely he was 
the young lad of that name 
who survived a very seri-
ous and gruesome accident 
which occurred in Wan-
	��

�
����]©����	
�����
�-
���� q����4
����������
�����
����� �� ��
���� ��������� ���

Duncan & York's sawmill 
on 5 May. An inquest was 
����� ��� ���� ��
�� ������ ����
following day at which 
���!���� �!������� ��� ��
stoker, was asked to give 
evidence.

Previous witnesses had 
�����
���� ���� ������
���
which destroyed both the 
engine and its housing. Dr 
Henry Sorley had ordered 
4
���� ��� ��� ��!����� ���

������
������������
�	���-
�!
�����
!��������
�	��
��
�
��������
�	����
�������

:��� ���� �
���
�	� ���!�

���������!�����
����������
���
���������
��������������
���� ���� ���
��� �����
�
�	��
���� ���
�� ���� �
��
�����
���� ������ ~��� ���� ����-
�
����
�����������������µ���
��� ���� �
!�� &�������
�����
!�� ���!
���
��� ���� �
����
���� �������� ���� ���� !���
���������;�X������`�]������
��]©��

«�
�	����!������������
oiling the engine's shaft 
~
��� ���� ������ ����� ���!�
������
��������� ���������-
sion occurred, so one very 
lucky boy was called to the 
inquest. He said he had last 
�����4
�������
������!
�-

���� ������� ���� ������
����
His evidence reveals a very 
����
��� 
���������
�	� ���
the workings and mainte-
nance of the machinery, 
��
��
�	� �����!���������-
ble of one day embracing 
the marvels of the internal 
combustion engine. But 

the main evidence which 
��
���������
����
�	����!-
as being the leading char-
acter in our series featuring 
���� :��!������ �����!���
�������;�
�����������������
when he died, indicating a 
�
��������������������������
������
�	� ���!��� ��
���
have been 13 at the time of 
���� ��]©� ������
��� ��
���
�����q����4
���¬���
�����
��
evidence at the inquest be-
gan: “I work for Duncan 
and York. I am nearly four-
teen years of age.” 

Murray Crawford is the 
�
��������:[�
!�
����������
of old Wanganui”, avail-
able at River City Press, 
�\������������@������������
to Alzheimers Whanganui.    Boiler
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River City Press  
- the good news paper

52 Ingestre Street - phone 345 3666

FOR  SALE

JADE Traditional Thai Mas-
sage. Excellent massage at 
reasonable prices. 64 Guyton 
Street. Phone 348 8466 for an 
appointment.
JAX Hair Studio. Latest edition 
GHD in store. Open 6 days, late 
night Thursday. 51A Ridgway 
Street. Ph:  3472008.

HEALTH & 
BEAUTY FREE, confidential health 

checks, STI and HIV screen-
ing. Outpatients Department, 
Wanganui Hospital. Monday 
and Thursday from 5pm - 6pm. 
Phone 348 1775/ 021 323077.
PREGNANT? Worried? Need 
to talk? We care, listen and help. 
Ph. 348 0008  or 0800 PREG-
NANT 24/7.

PERSONAL

LAWNMOWING
AFFORDABLE lawns, great 
quality service, great price. 
Pensioner rates available. Call 
Paul on 021 245 4999.

PETS AND 
LIVESTOCK

COMMUNITY Event Servic-
es. Whanganui Sound Services 
027-2644-399. Not in book.

PUBLIC
NOTICES

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE �����������!�
$70 a cube for sale. Please 
phone us on 06 3438466.

DOG grooming at Pet Dog 
School. All breeds, all styles 
from simple to stunning. Get 
the look you want. Ph: (06) 
345 2553.
THREE  Bantam hens, laying 
for sale - $30. Ph 3441047.

GOLDFISH red-comets, cal-
ico-fans, Shubunkins, black-
moors and other types. Variety 
of sizes. Phone 3472199.
JOE Lett Ltd, all sorts of mo-
bility aids including scooters, 
wheelchairs, available. Joe 
Lett Ltd, 11 Churton Street, ph 
345 8599.
NEW Seasons fresh native 
and ornamental shrubs and 
trees from $5.00 to $15.00 for 
large grades now ready, fine 
landscaping grades, good hedge 
lines. Dried blood $8.00 per 
kilo. Excellent for all garden 
use. Give your plants that boost 
now. Parnells Quality Tree & 
Shrub Nursery, 102 Fox Road,. 
Phone 344 6645, Est 1895.

          Emergency.. ......................................111

City Mission/Foodbank  ............ ..345 2139

Women’s Refuge Wanganui ........ 344 2004

NEED HELP?

ENTERTAINMENT / PUBLIC NOTICES

52 Ingestre St
Email: rivercitypress@xtra.co.nz 

Repertory Theatre

  Cinders: The True Story
Thursday 12 & Friday 13 Dec., 6.30pm

Saturday 14 December, 4pm; Sunday 15 December, 2pm
Adult $25, Senior/Rep member $20, Student over 15 yrs $15, 

Child under 15 yrs, $10, Family 2A+2C $55.

Whanganui Opera Week/NZ Opera School
Heritage House

  Afternoon Recital
Wednesday, 8 January, 2pm

Tickets $25

Prince Edward Auditorium, Collegiate

  Masterclass 1 with Cesar Ulloa
Friday 10 January, 7.30pm

Masterclass 2 with Nuccia Focile
Monday, 13 January, 7.30pm

Tickets $15 each

Royal Wanganui Opera House

  Great Opera Moments 2020
Saturday 18 January, 7.30pm
Adult $35, Senior/Student $30

The Air Force on Tour
Friday 28 February, 7pm

Adult $35, Senior/Unwaged $30, Child 3-13yrs/Student $5

Bason Botanic Gardens

The Merchant of Venice
Thursday 27, Friday 28 & Saturday 29 February, 7pm

Sunday 1 March, 1pm
Adult $25, Senior/Student $15, Child to 18years $10

Chamber Music Whanganui

  Celebrity Subscription Series
NZ String Quartet, Cowan/Darroch Duo, NZ Trio, 

Anna Im and Stephen de Pledge, Michael Houstoun. 
Full subscription $95 (4 pre-paid tickets)

General subscription $30 - tickets $20 each
Individual concerts: Adult $35, Senior $30, Student $5

RNZB Tutus on Tour
Saturday 14 March, 7.30pm

A + B reserve seating. Adult $39-$29; 
Student/Senior/Group 6+ $35.30-$26.30. Child $24-$13

Soweto Gospel Choir
Saturday 21 March, 7.30pm

A + B reserve seating
Adult $87.50 - $77.50, Senior $82.50 - $72.50, 

Student $72.50 - $62.50, Child U18 $51.90 - $41.90

Tina - Simply the Best
Thursday 26 March, 8pm

Adult $76.50, Group 6+ $71.50, Child to 12 years $35.50

Menopause The Musical®
Saturday 28 March, 7.30pm. Tickets $69.90 

Concert Chamber WWMC

  The Piano Triology
Oleg Marshev - 28 March

John Chen - 18 April
Jun bouterey-Ishido - 2 May

Triology pass $80.
Individual concerts: Adults $35, Senior $30, CMW member $20, Student $5

 The Ten Tenors - Love is in the Air
Tuesday 5 May, 7.30pm

Premium Adult $121.60, Child U18 $82.50
A Reserve: Adult $92.50, Group 10+ $82.50, Child U18 $82.50

B Reserve: Adult $82.50, Child U18 $82.50

World of Musicals
Tuesday 9 June, 7.30pm

A + B reserve seating
Adult $87.50-$82.50

Senior/Group 10+ $82.50 - $77.50; Child U15 $72.50-$62.50. 
Family 2A+2C $260.40

Friends The Musical Parody
Friday 25 September 7.30pm

Premium seats: Adult $92.50 - Child $72.50
A reserve seats: Adult $82.50 - Group 10+ $72.50, Child $72.50

Book early for the best seats.     Gift vouchers available.

ROYAL WANGANUI  
OPERA HOUSE 

Booking Office 
Ph. 349 0511

Booking Office Hours: Mon. to Fri. 10am-4pm

Booking/service fees apply - no refunds/no exchanges

   ONLINE BOOKINGS
www.whanganuivenues.co.nz

www.whanganui.govt.nz  � � � �

Revised Valuation Rolls

The Valuation Rolls for Whanganui District 

Council have been revised by Quotable 

Value Limited (QV), the Council’s valuation 

service provider.

The revised Rating Values are effective as at  

1 September 2019. Notices of valuation  

will be posted to owners and ratepayers from  

16 December 2019.

The District Valuation Rolls will be freely available 

for public viewing Monday-Friday 8am-5pm at 

Council Customer Services, 101 Guyton Street, 

from 16 December 2019 until 31 January 2020.

Objections
Objections to the revised valuations must be 

lodged in writing or online at ratingvalues.co.nz 

no later than 31 January 2020.

Objection forms are available from Council 

Customer Services or Quotable Value Limited  

and should be posted to:

Quotable Value Ltd – Business Support 

Private Bag 39818 

Wellington Mail Centre 

LOWER HUTT 5045

More information about Understanding your 

Rating Value can be found at ratingvalues.co.nz

Kym Fell, Chief Executive
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What’s On in the 
Community Notices
What’s On in the Com-
munity notices are $10 
for up to 50 words with 
the option of a colour 
heading for an extra $2 
and/or a border for an ex-
tra $10. RCP, 52 Ingestre 
St, Wanganui by Tuesday 
1pm to place your adver-
tisement.

Sports Talk
with Mark Dawson

Mark Dawson

Masters Games
Declining numbers of 

competitors; operating at 
a loss; holding its hand 
out for ratepayer funds 
… the Masters Games is 
sailing on choppy waters 
again.

It’s plus ça change, plus 
c'est la même chosen 
for Whanganui’s iconic 
sporting event which, de-
��
��� ������� ��� ������!���
itself, has experienced 
reduced participation and 
a battle to break even for 
its last three or four itera-
tions.

Last month the trust 
which runs the event 
asked for $100,000 from 
the punters pockets. The 
annual funding from the 
district council has been 
$40,000 so, not surpris-
ingly, some quizzical eye-
brows were raised by our 
elected representatives.

And, of course, the 
self-appointed guard-
ians of the public purse 
(or, at least, of their own 
wallets) tut-tutted about 
money going to some-
thing with “minority in-
terest”.

They may have half a 
point there – the biennial 
Masters Games is largely 
for the out-of-towners. 
They swell the numbers, 
they are the ones on a 
mini activity break; for 

the locals, their own sport-
ing competitions may as-
�
!�� 	������� �
	�
�������
and getting them to sign up 
for the Masters is like pull-
ing teeth.

But what should be re-
membered is that 30 years 
ago when the Games were 
inaugurated in the River 
City, we were breaking 
new ground. Such all-
embracing national sports 
events were thin on the 
ground and the notion of 
using sport to promote 
tourism was quite innova-
tive. 

Back in 1989, it was 
run on a shoestring – so 
no change there – but the 
balancing of the books 
was achieved by looking 
at the money brought into 
the city, and that is still the 
case.

This year’s Games in 
February made a $19,000 
loss, but on the other side 
of the ledger it is estimated 
to have boosted the local 
economy by $2.9 million.

And that’s not the only 
plus from the last 10-day, 
50-sport jamboree. Two 
other good things hap-
pened – the council took a 
tighter grip on the event to 
keep it accountable; and it 
got a major naming spon-
sor in the Downer group.

New Zealand’s longest-
running multisport event 

is back here in 2021 and, 
as usual, it needs a fresh 
coat of paint. It needs 
new attractions, new 
ideas, new sponsors, new 
ways of bringing the visi-
tors and their money into 
the city.

That’s why the trust 
wants to appoint a full-
time games manager 
now. In the past, a short-
term manager has come 
in, tried to re-invent the 
wheel, done their 12 
months-plus dash and 
been outta here.

We need someone to 
stay the course – long-
term preparation is para-
mount; continuity is 
key. That’s why the trust 
wants the $100,000. Kin-
da makes sense.

Any correspondence 
to this column can be 
directed to email:  riv-
ercitypress@xtra.co.nz 
which will be passed on 
to Mark.

Whanganui trainer and Marton workers 
recognised in Skills Highway Awards

- By Karen Hughes 
(abridged) 

Whanganui education 
provider, Training For 
You, has received rec-
ognition in the recently 
announced Skills High-
way Champion Awards. 
These Awards recognise 
excellence in workplace 
literacy and numeracy 
training.  

Training For You has 
been working with Mar-
ton food producer, Speirs 
Foods, over the past two 
years and several Speirs 
Foods employees have 
gained accolades in the 
Skills Highway Awards: 
Shaun Keenan won in 
the Champion Learner 
category and his col-
league, Trevor Collins, 
was highly commended.  
As well, an entire group 
of Speirs employees 
was recognised, gaining 
a Highly Commended 
Award in the Champion 
Learner Group category. 

Training For You tutor, 
Diane Paterson, has been 
Highly Commended in 
the Champion Trainer 
category. Diane was 
nominated in recogni-
tion of her ability to 
form positive learning 
relationships with learn-
ers from a wide range of 

"��	������������
�!�!���4�)��8�������	��4�
	�������!!������	������"%	����
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���"��	��������4�)��8�������	��4�'	����$�����������)��	�	�������}��
- Photo credit: Karen Hughes/Training For You

backgrounds and skill 
levels. 

A sister company to 
Training For You - Capi-
tal Training of Welling-
ton - also had success 
with a win for their tutor, 
David Pankhurst, in 
the Champion Trainer 
category. 

The Skills Highway 
Champion awards were 
formally presented at the 
Skills Highway Forum in 
Auckland on December 
4.

Meanwhile, a special 
event was held recently 
at the Speirs Foods prem-
ises to mark the comple-
tion of the programme 
and the achievements 
of the Skills Highway 
winners. 

Five employees of 
Speirs Foods made a 
presentation to the senior 
management team. The 
presentation was the cul-
mination of the twenty-
week course in which 
participants developed 
their communication 
skills and explored the 
ways in which they con-

tribute to the value chain. 
Speirs Foods employee, 

Allisha Hansen, told 
Speirs management that 
she hoped they continue 
running the training: 
“I’m glad that I have 
been given the chance 
to better myself with the 
company. There have 
been a lot of topics in 
this course that have 

�������!�������%
���
management, assertive 
communication. I’m 
now able to commu-
nicate better with my 
workers.”

For further information 
�����������������������
Workplace Training, 
contact Rachel Smith at 
Training For You, 0800 
438 848.

AGM Whanganui Arts Centre Trust
*�����������������������#���������������!���
Alcoholics Anonymous
Phone 0800 229 6757. If you have a drinking problem 
maybe we can help. AA Wanganui area meeting list: 
Sunday, St Johns Lutheran Church Hall, 51 Liverpool 
Street, Wanganui, 9am; Monday, Friendship Hall, 
Morris Street, Marton, 7.30pm; Tuesday, St Johns 
Lutheran Church Hall, 51 Liverpool Street, Wanganui, 
12.30pm; Wednesday, St Luke’s Church Hall, 34 
���
�������������������
���]�\��!����
����������q�����
Lutheran Church Hall, 51 Liverpool Street, Wanganui, 
7.30pm; Tuesday, Al Anon, Quakers, 256 Wicksteed 
Street, 7.30pm; Friday, Gonville Library meeting room, 
12.30pm. Ph 0508 425 266.
At Wisdom is Yours Wellbeing Centre
Saturday meditation 10.30am suitable for all. Cost is 
a donation. Open Night Thursday 19th, 5pm-8.30pm. 
The Avenue is having late night shopping so we thought 
��$����������������!����������
�������~
����������������
(06) 3455002 for more information or pop in and see 
us. Open Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm, Saturdays 
10am - 3pm.
Clairvoyance Demonstration
Clairvoyance, philosophy and healing at the Wanganui 
Spiritual and Awareness Centre. Our Speaker this week 
is Shellie Hanley from Shannon who will be playing 
her harp and sharing her story with us.This will be our 
last meeting for the year and we will recommnce on 12 
January 2020.  25 Tawa Street,Wanganui. Sunday’s 7pm. 
All welcome. Cost by donation. Like our Facebook page 
or contact Robert on 345 6308.
Experience the Sound of Soul
Sing HU, a sacred sound and ancient mantra to expand 
your awareness and bring spiritual insight. Enjoy 
conversation with others of like mind. Sunday 2:00 - 
3:00pm, Conference Rm, 1st Floor Community House, 
60 Ridgway St. For more information Ph. 344 7057.
Jigsaw Exchange
Last meeting this year Saturday, 14 December at 10am. 
More than 400 jigsaws to choose from, free exchange. 
Contact Jack 343 1404 or 021 02775391 or email 
rega21@xtra.co.nz. Note there will be no meeting in 
January 2020. Wishing everyone all the best for the 
festive season.
Josephite Retreat Centre
���	��!���|	����� - Meri Kirihimete. (Please bring a 
non-perishable food item to assist those in need at this 

time). Sunday, 15 December, 4 - 5pm. To Register please 
call Pam on 345 5047 ext 3, or email pam.hopper@sosj.
org.au.
Josephite Retreat Centre
)�	�3����#���� - Tui Motu, an Independent Catholic 
Magazine, will challenge us to look with fresh eyes, with 
gospel eyes, at current social, ecological and spiritual 
values. Come along and contribute to the discussion-
inter-church and inter-faith dialogue is welcomed. 
Wednesday, 18 December, 4.30 - 6pm with Sr Rita Cahill 
rsj. To Register please call Pam on 345 5047 ext 3, or 
email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au.
MIST
Mental Illness Survivors Team, 315 Wicksteed Street, 
open 9.30am - 3.30pm, Monday to Friday. Closed statu-
tory holidays. A place to share activities and socialise. 
[����������
�
�
��������������������
������
Rebs Farmers Market
All Saints Church Hall, Moana St, Wanganui East. 
Spray-free vegetables, fruits and free range eggs, plants. 
Tuesdays, 2.30pm to 5.30pm. For details contact Michael 
344 5032 or 021 2118169.
Seminar: Getting to Know the Bible Better
7.30pm, Tuesdays, in the Christadelphian Hall, 138 Great 
North Road. Topic this Tuesday, 17 December: The Final 
Week - Thursday Early: Peter’s Denial, Pilate & Herod.  
All welcome. Supper and opportunity to chat. Sponsored 
by Wanganui Christadelphians. For more about us: www.
thisisyourbible.com, or phone 342 7726.
Sylvia’s Tappers
Where: At the Whanganui War Memorial Centre. 
When: Sunday, 15 December at 2pm. Supported by The 
Stingalongs. Adults $10; Children $5. Door Sales will 
be available. 
Theosophy Whanganui
Exploring spiritual development, philosophy, religion, 
science and the arts. We have a small library, study 
groups and regular public discussions. Second Sunday 
monthly, 2pm. Back river entrance Community Arts 
Centre, 19 Taupo Quay. Contact Kirsty 021 2123819. 
TheosophyWhanganui@gmail.com.
Whanganui Guided Walking Tours
Learn about Whanganui’s fascinating 19th and 20th 
century buildings and monuments, its history, people 
of interest and events that have fashioned our city. 
Scheduled Tours leave the i-Site at 10am and 2pm each 
Saturday and Sunday. Cost $10 per person. For other 
times, ring the i-Site for a booking - 349 0508.

�����	���~ 
River City Press produces 

and/or publishes advertise-

ments strictly on the basis 

that River City Press is en-

titled to and owns the copy-

right in the advertisement so 

far as the copyright relates to 

publication or reproduction 

for publication in any news-

paper, magazine or similar 

periodical or to broadcasting 

of the advertisement. 

RCP 
- proud to be locally 
owned and operated 

- compare our 
prices!
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Watersport
Toys

NEW
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